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I am of opinion that we should not be °

bound to one money market, if we can
open another; and I say we have not
been treated fairly in our mining flota-
tions in the London market, nor were
we treated fairly in the floating of our
last loan for the colony, as there was
a big gap between the price of our last
loan aand the price of the previous one.
There is no reason why we should not
deal with & country like France, in a
matter of this sort; and if the Premier
will fix up that scheme with a French
company it will, in my opinion, absolutely
re-establish our credit in the London
market. I remarked with great pleasure
that the Premier has thrown something
off his chest to-night, that is a certain
amount of gloom in reference to the
Coolgardie water scheme. That gloom
arose from the fact that the people of
the goldfields did not come forth as
generously as they ought to have done in
supporting this great scheme; but now
they are admitting their mistake, and are
ready to make up for it. I say the Pre.
mier deserves from the people of this
colony, and especially from the people of
the goldfields, very strong support. Tt is
quite enough for him to have to push a big
scheme like this through Parliament, and
he ought not to have to push the colony
along with it. Every man, woman, and
child on the goldfields to-day are strongly
in favour of this schewe, and the people
are sinking every smaller consideration
and “planking’ every time for the Gov-
ernment in reference to this great
scheme. Speaking at this stage in the
debate on the Address-in-Reply, one is
reminded of the desolation of Goldsmith’s
“ Deserted Village.” The dead bones of
the Opposition are strewn about the place,
and we have a certain amount of regret
for those we have slain in the late batile.
My main object in rising was to assure
the Premier that the people on the gold-
fields are entirely at one with him, and to
express my pleasure at the good sense of
the Opposition in dropping the question
in this way, and treating this great under-
taking as a nationnl work, and not a
party maftter. But when the member
for Central Murchison brings forward
the motion of which he has given
notice, and which is evidently put there
for the purpose of blocking the Cool-
gardie water scheme

Presentulion.,

Mzr. IruivewortH: That is not my
object at all.

Mr. MORAN : The hon. member
kuows that his motion is on the Notice
Paper for that object; but I say that the
object can be better gained by allowing
us to have our scheme uninterfered with
than by bringing forward that motion at
the present time.

Question—that the Address-in-Reply
be agreed to—put and passed without
dissent.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 116 p.an.
until the next day.

Legislative Bssembly,
Thursday, 28th October, 1897.

Fresentation of Address-in-Reply—Faper Presented—
Question: Boorabbin Telegraph Station—Perth
Gas Company's Act Further Amendment Biil
(private); Report of Select Commities—DMotion:
Extra Sitting Day—Return: Purchases under
Lands Purchase Act [m, withdrawn)=Return:
Government Advertisements in Newspapers—
Motion: Cool ie Water Supply Scheme: Pro-
poeal for Select Commilttes ~ (m, withdmwn)—
Adjonrnment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESENTATION.

At 20 minutes to five o'clock M.
SPEAKER, accompanied by hon. members.
proceeded to Government House to pre-
sent the Address-in-Reply to the opening
Speech of His Excellency; and, baving
returned,

Me. SPEAKER reperted that he had,
with members of the House, waited on
His Excellency and presented the Address
of the Legislative Assembly in reply to
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the opening Speech, and that His Excel-
lency had been pleased to reply as fol-
lows :—

Mgr. SPEARER AND (GENTLEMEN OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

I thank yvou for your Address-in-Reply
to my opening Speech, and for the
assurance of your desire to deal with all
questions that come before you in such a
manuer as to promote the advancement
and welfare of this colony.

Government House, Perth,

28th October, 1897.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Premter: The fourth annual

"Report of the Bureau of Agriculture |

(1896.7).

QUESTION—BOORABBIN TELEGRAPH
STATION.

Me. A. FORREST, in accordance with
notice, asked the Minister of Education +--
1. Whether the Government iutended to
remove the telegraph station at Boorabbin
from its present site to the railway
station. 2. Why this was not done when
the railway was completed as far as
Boorabhin, over 12 months ago.

Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION
(Hon. H. B. Lefroy) replied:—1. Ar-
rangements have already been made for
erecting a post office near the railway
station. 2. It was not represented to the
department until some time after the com-
pletion of the line that the change was
required.

PERTH GAS COMPANY'S ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. LEAKE brought up the report of
the Select Committee on this private Bill.
Consideration of report made an order
for the next Monday.

MOTION—EXTRA SITTING DAY,

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), in accordance with notice, moved
that the Sessional Order with regard to
business days and hours, agreed to on
Tuesday, 19th October, 1897, be amended
by the insertion after the word “on,” in
line 1, of thewords* Mondays,at 7-30 pm.,
and on.” He said hon. members were
aware that the object was to have more
gitting hours during the session. He
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agreed with the general opinion that,
under ordinary conditions, three days a
week were sufficient for carrying on the
business of Parliament; but, owing to
the lateness of the present session, he
thought it would be a great convenience,
under the exceptional circumstances, if the
House were to sit on Monday evenings,
Question put and passed.

RETURN—PURCHASES UNDER LAKDS
PURCHASE ACT.

Mxr. VOSPER, in accovdance with
notice, moved, That a return be laid upon
the Table of the House showing what
purchases of land, if any, have heen made
by the Government under the authority
of the Lands Purchase Act of 1896; the
area and locality of such purchases; the
names of the former owners ; the amounts
paid for the same; the manuer in which
the said lands have been disposed of or
otherwise dealt with, and the names of
those, if any, who have since taken over
any of these lands from the Governinent,
and the amounts they have paid in con-
nection with the same. He said the re-
turn was desired in order to show the
working of the Act as far as it had gone.

Tar PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) regretted to inform the hon.
memwber that there bad as yet been no
purchases made under the Act in ques-
tion. He had hoped that the Act would
ot that date have been in effective opera-
tion, and that the Government would
have been able to report some settlement
in consequence of it. For various reasons,
however—amongst others the time re-
quired to get the provisions of the Act
into working order and to consider the
offers made to the Government—no actual
purchase had yet been made under its
provisions. This motion, therefore, could
not be acted on. He hoped pext session
to be able to report that the Act was in
full operation, and ihat a considerable
amount of settlement had resulied from it.

Mr. VOSPER, in view of the state-
ment by the Premier, withdrew the
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

RETURN-GOVERNMENT ADVERTISE-
MENTS IK NEWSPAPERS.

Mr. VOSPER, in accordance with
notice, moved, That there be laid on the
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table of the House a return showing the
amounts of money expended by the
various departments on advertising in the
newspapers of the colony during the
twelve mouths ended Blst July, 1897;
together with full details showing the
method and character of the distribution
of the same, and the veasons therefor.
Motion put and passed.

MOTION—~COOLGARDIE WATKER
SUPPLY SCHEME.
FROPOSAL FOR SELECT COMMITTEE.

Me. ILLINGWORTH, in accordance
with notice, moved, That in the opinion
of this House the question of supplying
the whole of the poldfields with water
should be submitted to a Select Com-
mitbee, and that meanwhile no moneys
should be expended, and no contracts or
agrecments entered into, in connection
with the proposed Coolgardie waterworks
scheme, until the estimate of the expen-
diture of loan mouneys for this work has
been approved by Parliament. He said:
I bring this motion before the House

[ASSEMBLY.]

with  the feeling that I am fulfilling -

a public duty. I must, at the same time,
say that hon. members on the Opposition
side of the House are in no way respou-
sible for the motion, about which T have
consulted no one. I bring the motion
forward on a conviction that certain facts
ought to be laid before Parliament, in
order to facilitate and not to hinder the
desire of the Government to give the
Bastern yoldfields water. Some remarks
have been made in reference to myself
ol this question; and only recently the
Premier, speaking in a highly enthusias-
tic way, which is his wont on occasion,
said I was unwilling to give the people
on the Eastern goldfields o drink of
water. That statement is just like

another statement made some time ago

in this House by someone—I do bot
remember who made it, but the statement
has been repeated wm the goldfields press
many times, and which T will take the
present opportunity of contradicting,
The statement was that I opposed every-
thing in connection with the gold-
fields—that T voted against the Cool-
gardie railway, and opposed the water
scheme. [Tue Premigx: I did not say
that.] 1 know you did not, and I am
quite sure you would not inake any state-
ment of the kind without a sound basis

Motion to Suspend.

of fact. I say, however, that the state-
ment has bheen made; but if it had
not Dbeen that the member for Cool-
gardie and other representatives of
the goldfields districts were until recently
under the strong belief that my opposi-
tion was a fact, I should not now take
the trouble to contmdict auy newspaper
report. T will ask the House to allow me
to read a few lines of what I said about
the Coolgardie railway. On page 380 of
Hansard, vol. vi., I say:—

The Premier asks, firstly, are these works
(railways) necessary # And I answer, yes. I
answer they are absolutely necessmy. Some
of them. ‘These two railways to the goldfields
are absolutely necessary, and they are abso-
intely urgent.

Then further on:—

1 aun prepaved to say these railways to the
goldfields are so necessary and so urgent to the
future of this colony that, if it were requisite
to stop cvery other public work in the colony
in order to construct these railways, those
works should be stopped and these railways
should be constrneted.

Tue Premier: That was private enter-
prise.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: No, it was
not, and that is where you did me
an injustice. I said, in connection with
this, that it was not necessary the
expenditure on those works mmust be out
of loan money. But I did not oppose
the construction of the railways—in fact
I voted for it.  So 1t was also in con-
nection with the guestion of the water
supply. T have taken the trouble to go
through the whole of Hansard since °I
have sat in this House, in order to see if
T have incidentally said anything against
the water scheme. I find that in no case
have I given any grounds for the state-
ment that I am not willing to give the
goldfields water. I do not think there is
a member of this House who is more
deeply convinced that the goldfields must
have water immediately than myself.
{A Memser: That is a *“chimb down."]
I am not “climbing down,” but simply
repeating what I said long ago. If how-
ever, [ do *climb down,” I do not see
that it would be a dishonour to 2 man to
confess himself wiser to-day than le
was vesterday. If hon. members are
trying to learn, they have frequent
lessons, and they must be very idle indeed
it they are not able to profit by these
lessons. I think it would save the time
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of the House if I were to connect what T
have said just now with what T said be-
fore. On page 275 of Hansard T say:-—

It comes to this, that while the Government

are proposing to give the country larger repre-
sentation, they practically tell the country
this: You car put in what Government you
like, you can put in what Parlinment you like,
but while we have the power we will obtain a
loan of five millions in the British market,
and we will commit this country to what we
think is right, and the people who come after
us can do exactly as they please. We will
commit the country to the loan, and to our
scheme of public works, and then we will give
Fyou increased representation. Now, what is
the use of increased represcentation, if increased
ropresentation is not to have a voice in the
settlement of these large questions? T think
it isa very important point, and it is the reason
why sowe hon. members are voting for the |
amendment propoesed on the second reading 1
of the Bill before the House.
That is the amendment of the member
for Geraldton, and I desire to call the
attention of the member for Coolgardie
to what I say here:—

If the schene is as vital as the Premier
says it is; if the very intercsts of the gold-
ficlds are depending upon the ¢ficet that the
water supply will have on the loan warket; if,
as we are told, the sucecss or failure of the
undertaking will affect the country in its
most vital part, and will make the difference
between complete success and failure for all
time; if that is the position—for that is the
position that has been placed before the
House—I will ask the thinking men of this
House to consider whether it is nnt absolutely
necessary te be quite sure you are right.

On the next page I say, continuing this
argunent :—

When we nre brought to such conclusions, I
ask, i3 it unreasonable that the Government
should be requested to stay their hand until
we get into this House, under the Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill, the representatives of
the goldficld for whom this water scheme is
meant? Asthe hon. member for West Kim-
berley says, that everyone on the goldfields ia
in favour of the water scheme, the Govern-
ment would not be injured by waiting for the
election of those members; neither has the
scheme anything to lose by waiting until we
get the voice of thoze new members.

Further on T say :— !

If thirty-three men in this Housc are wise
in passing a scheme of such magnitude as this,
that is to “make the desert blossom as the
rose,” and “create a river in the wilderness ;”
if there is such a tremendous advantage to
resnlt from the combined wisdom of thirty-
three members of this House, what will be the
result of the deliberations of forty-four mem-
bers, if we get the intelligence of the en
from the fields where thia water is required, |
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Motion to Suspend.

and upon which these two and a half milliona
of money are to be expended? I say there is
no more reasonable propesition to put before
intelligent men than that there should he a
reasonable delay and care observed before we
start upon this tremendons scheme; and the
amendment only asks that a delay should be
granted. I would emphasise that it will not
delay the scheme; it will probably hasten it.
T conclude thus :—

I commend these suggestions to the
Premier. I would commmend to him that very
wisc American oaxiom, “ Be quite sure you
are right and then go ahead.” But we are not
sure we are right, and nt this stage the
Engincer-in-Chief wants information and
15 asking for it.

That. was what I said in August, 1846,
when T added :—

L say the people of these fields must be

supplied with water, and my only objeetion to
the scheme is that it does not supply them
carly enough. While [ say that, T would
rather wait another year and be sure they
would get the water, than have to leave them
to sappose they were going to get an effective
pumping scheme, and then disappoint them
with an utter failure that would crush the
fields.
That was the position I took up, and my
attitude was only rensonable, seeing that
circumstances over which nene of us had
any control have led to the very delay
which we then desired, but which was
refused. Seeing that it is not at all
possible, or at any rate probable, that the
Government can obtain the inoney imme-
diately to begin to carry out this scheme,
it is only reasonable that this new Honse,
which does not constitute a moribund
Parlinment such as that was to which
I addressed the words I have quoted,
should have an opportunity of expressing
their mind on the question. More parti-
cularly would I like to hear the opinion
of the hon. member for Albany, leader of
the Opposition, who was in England at
the time of the discussion in August,
1896, and who doubtless knows some-
thing of the feeling in London on this
question. I am not speaking in the
slightest expectation of convincing the
Premier, but T have a conviction, which I
have expressed over and over again, that
this scheme is largely visionary. When
it was first propesed to the House, a
distinct declaration made by the Premier
was that the water would be in Coolgardie
in three years. Twenty-two months of
that have gone already, and the work has
not been hegun.
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TEE PrEMIER: A lot of preliminary
work has been done.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : But have you
authority to do it ?

Trr Premier: We got authority
from Parliament last year.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : If the House
will give me a little attention, T will
endeavour to place my case before it, and
will pledge myself that, if hon. members
will consider the facts which I will lay
hefore them and decide to go on with the
Coolgardie water scheme, they will never
hear another word against it from me. I
will leave theresponsibility with the House.

Tae Presmier: You are against it,
then ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH: Yes, and I
will give yon my reasons why. TFirst
of all, dealing with this question in
order, T want to impress the House
with the fact that Cooclgardie is not the
only goldfield in this colony. A return
furnished by the Mines Department—
which is not, however, strictly accurate—
shows that up to the 30th June, 1897, the
output of pold from Coolgardie was
92,000 ounces; from Kalgoorlie 260,000
ounces; but from the Murchison it was
no less than 200,000 ounces.

Mr. Moran: The comparison is not a
fair one.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : According to
the Giovernment scheme, only Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie will be supplied with
water.

Mr. Moran: Broad Arrow and all
round there will also be supplied.

Tee Premier: Where did you get
your information from ?

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : 1 want the
House to grasp the situation that thereis
really in this country another goldfield
besides Coolgardie—I think the hon.
member for Bast Coolgardie will acknow-
ledge this—but when this question comes
before the House we hear the scheme
spoken of as a water scheme for the gold.
fields. Is Coolgardie the only goldfield
that wants water 7 Are there not, out be-
yond the range of that field, Menzies,

rASSEMBLY. '

Dundas, and Norseman, which also re- |
- much needed. We are asked practically
| to exhaust our borrowing powers for

quire water ?

A Memper: There is plenty of fresh
water north of Menzies.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Are there not
other things to consider besides this one
question? I want the House to look

Motion to Suspend.

clearly at the motion before the House.
My motion is that the whole question
should be considered. Water is required
at other places besides Coolgardie, and,
not only so, but water is not the only
thing necessary for the conduct of these
fields. T have a statement here made
by the hon. member for West Kimberley
at Coolgardie. If heis correctly reported
—and I take the report from the West
Australign—Mr. Alex. Forrest said, in
responding to a toast, that he was an
ardent supporter of the water scheme,
and he believed that if it were not im-
mediately undertaken we would become
a bankrupt nation. T wish to say, in
all earnestness and serionsness, that
this is merely nonsense. I affirm
that if Coolgardie—important though it is
—werewiped out, we should not be a ruined
nation. I say that a member of this
House who makes such a statement as
that does an immense amount of injury
to this country, and I desire to contradict
it. This country would not be hankrupt
if not another ounce of gold were taken
from Coolgardie. At the same time, we
rejoice in the fact that there is a splendid
goldfield in Coolgardie, and we are hoping
that it will double its output; and we
further rejoice that there 18 a still finer
goldfield at Kalgoorlie, and we hope it
will quadruple its output. But for a
public man to say that the country will
become bankrupt if the scheme 1s not
carried out is unwarranted. [Mr. A
Forrest: Tt is quite true.] A remark
like that is an endeavour to coerce this
House by terrorism, and to frighten the
people into the belief that by this means
only can the country be saved from ruin.
Now, I deny that. It is un important
question, I admit, but it is not one so
important as to ruin the country if not
carried out. Next, I say that water is
not the only necessity for the goldfields.
We have a rich goldfield at Peak Hill
that would be much assisted by a railway.
The member who represents Dundas tells
us that it is imperative to build a railway
to Dundas and Norseman, and there are
several places where a railway is very

years on a schems to carry water to Cool-
gardie, and deliver it—when? In about
seven years hence. I am not a prophet,
nor the son of a prophet, but I know
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what contingencies there are about this
kind of work, and I most distinctly state
that, if the work were undertaken
immediately, it would be impossible to
get a gallon of water in Coolgardie for
five years. I may be wrong. My reason
for taking the course I have is that I
believe that water can be given, and I am
going to show you how it can be given, to
the whole of the Coolgardie fields in
twelve months, I want to know what is
behind this scheme. We have one
opinion—that of the Engineer-in-Chief—
which is confirmed by certain interested
representatives of syndicates, who are

prepared to eoin money out of the |

transaction.

A Meuser : I thought youw said it
could not be done for the money ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : It can be
done, if you allow French firms to come
here with foreign labour. If certain
work is scamped, it can be done. Just
consider what amount of work there is
in 400 miles of piping, and calculate how
long it will take to construct that with
ordinary labour. I say that, unless this
scheme ig carried out by syndicates with
foreign labour, it i1s impossible to my
mind to have it finished within anytbing
like reasonable time. I should only be
too glad to be proved wrong. Pretoria
was promised o similiar scheme in three
vears, which took 14 years to construct,
and I am afraid it will be the same thing
here. My contention is that if this
country can live while the work is pro-
ceeding, it can probably live without the
gcheme at all. The fields want water
immediately. This motion asks for full
information. I am not in favour of these
commissions, but the exception only
proves the rule. 'We gave a lot of money
to Bir John Coode to veport on the
harbour at Fremantle, and he recom-
mended a very expensive scheme. Some-
body moved that a select commitice be
appointed to inguire into the matter.
The committee reported, and as a result
we have a magnificent harbour at Fre-
mantle.

Tue PreMier: The other would have

been a magnificent one, too.

that the scheme proposed by the Govern-

ment is a good one, I propose that we '
should find out if another scheme can be
brought forward for doing the same work -
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for less money, and within a shorter time.
Some time ago I had a report from a
gentleman with whom the Government
are well acquainted. [¥r. Moraans:
What is his name?] Mr. David Reed.
He was in the service of this Government
from 1890 fo 1896 on the Coolgardie
fields in connection with the water supply.
If he was good enough for the Govern-
ment in those six years, his opinion should
be worth something at any rate, and we
have nothing to pit against it except that
of Mr. O'Connor, who has never seen the
fields, whereas the opinion I am about to
lay before the House is that of a man who
has been all over the fields, and who lived
there for six years. DMore than that, he
came here accredited from the Indian
Government. He afterwards served in
connection with the Queensland Govern-
ment, and while I am not going te quote
his words as if they were gospel, I say
that the report I have from him is suffi-
cient reason for e to bring this motion
hefore the House. Mr. Reed says water
can be conserved in the districts of Cool-
gardie and Kalgoorlie, Bulong, Menzies,
Kanowna, Mount Monger, and all over the
eastern goldfields, sufficient to supply five
tines the present demand, at a cost of not
more than a million of money. Right or
wrong, I commend this to the attention of
the House. Hefurthersays: “' By judicious
embankments of gorges and excavations
to clay beds, there is, within one mile of
Coolgardie, a position where storage
could be provided” We are dealing
with simple facts. Here is a statement
by a man worthy of some attention.

Mr. A. ForrEst: We have pot our
minds made up.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: We have
heard this remark made so very often.
T understand that Parliament is a place
where questions are debated, and it is the
duty of every hon. member to debate
every question he wishes brought forward.
And if hon. members are not prepared to
debate every question, they have no right
to occupy seats in the House. Parliament
does its work by debate, If the hon. mem-
ber will not allow me to read the quotation

; without interruption, it will not he my
Mz. ILLINGWORTH : Admitting *

fault if T delay the House to some extent,
but I wil begin the guotation again.

Water can be conserved in the distriets of
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, Bulong, Menzies,
Kanowna, Mount Monger, and all over the
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Enstern goldfields, sufficient to supply five
times the present demand, at a cost of not more
than one million ponnds. By judicious em-
bankments of gorges, and excavations to clay
heds, there is, within one mile of Coolgardie,
a position where storage could he provided for
100 million gallons at a cost of under £5,000.
There are other sites as good as this one, and
from all these the water could be pumped to
Mount Burges and distributed to Coolgardie.
Kalgoorlic alsec has several excellent conser-

vation sites with good catchment areas, with !

hills to which the water could be pumped for
reticulation to every mine and townsite in the
Kalgoortie district. Bulong has a watershed
arvea capable itself of supplying all the Kastern
goldfields; also hills 400ft. above the level of
Kalgoorlie to which the water counld be pumped,
and thus a gravitation service given to the
whole of the field. At Torras there are natural
places for the storage of hundreds of millions
of gallons by the outlay of a few thousand
pounds. Only four miles from Bulong, and in
the centre of the auriferous helt, over 200
million gallons of water gould be stored for an
outlay under £20,000 by simply embanking
the gully, and excavating down to the clay
level and then forming the reservoir in the
clay bed. Full supplies for present purposes
within twelve months. Kurnalpi, Menzies,
90-Mile, and 42-Mile all have their own
natural catchments, with snitable sites for
conservation sufficient to supply ten times
more water than they require,

These are stutements made by a gentle-
man who was six years in the Government
service on those fields. They are either
true or false. [A MeMBER: They are not
true.] At present there should be no
delay, but the Government cannot go on
with the work except in a very primitive
manner, and what my motion asks is that
a committee be appointed to investigate
the truth or otherwise of these statements.
I ask, is that too much? This House
should test these statements before it 1s
prepared to spend two-and-a-half millions
of money on this public work.

TeE PrEMIER: What is the date of
that letter.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I have not
the date, hut it iz signed by David Reed.
I consider that while such statements are
being made, whether true or false, in the
interest of the country this question

should be set at rest, and we should know |

whether it is possible to get a supply of
water at an early date for these fields.
‘What I desire is to get sufficient water
at the earliest possible date to supply the
Eastern goldfields. I am not, in my
motion, pleading for anything for the
Murchison, and the insinuations thrown
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Motion fo Suspend.

out by the Premier are not worthy of any
oue in the House. [Tur PrEMrer: What
was that 7] That T wanted to make a
bargain with you for the Murchizon. In
the face of this statement, it would be a
crime to proceed with the waterworks
without investigation. I say at the out-
set that I do not wish to unduly occupy
the time of the House. Thereis a feeling
of unrest amongst the people that this
Coolgardie water scheme will exhaust all
our resources for some time to come, and
that every other public work will have to
wait.  If it can be proved that the scheme
ean be carried out at an early date, I am
willing to admit that the necessity of the
case is sufficient to warrant the delay of
nll other works, for the carrying out of
this scheme—that is, if it can be shown to
bea practical scheme. My present impres-
sion 1s that there is no necessity for the
Governinent scheme, but that the water
can be provided for the different districts
at an early date, and at a much
lower cost than it is proposed to spend
over the Government scheme. Al I ask
is that this House shall appoint a Select
Committee for the purpose of going fully
into the question, and finding out whether
there is any truth in the statements
which T have read, or not. It is a
reasonable request, and one that should
be acceded to. If it is not—if it iz all
moonshine and all false—it is well that
the public mind should be set at vest.
When we are going to undertake a
scheme that may be ruinous in its conse-
quences, we ought to be perfectly sure we
are right. 1 am back where I was twelve
months ago—only asking the House to be
satisfied 1t is right.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) : Taking the
motion of the hon. gentleman, I cannot
gee what good can follow by the appoint-
ment of a select committee. In most
instances where we have had select com-
mittees appointed, especially on works of
this kind, there have been consequent
delays, and very little good attained. Tn
this instance I certainly think no good
at all would comne tfrom the appointment
of a committee. First of all, Parliament
has decvided that this scheme shall go
forward, and the Government has decided
that, immediately we are in a position
to carry out the work, it shall be com-
menced. Allusion has Leen made to
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the delay that his tuken place. 1
wonld like to point out thul the -
delay has lDeen occasioned by many

causes, the principal one being the neces-
sity for obtaining information. We have
had to obtain information, and although
a great deal of time has been taken in
ganing it, the information will be of
service to the Government in arriving at
the best possible conclusions for carrying
out the work. I do not think that any
valuable time has been lost, hecause the
inquiries made by the Engineer-in-Chief
at home would have had to be made at
any rate.

" goldfields,

Most of the work, the draw- |

ings and the necessary pluns in conmec- -

tion with the reservoirs, have been put in
hand; and that part of the work could
be commenced to-morrow if we were able
to conunence it. I do not intend to deal
with the Coolgardie water scheme: that
has been so frequently discussed hefore
the House, and the expressions of opinion
have been more favourable than other.
wise ; and public opinion is more favour-
ably disposed to-day as to the carrving
out of the work. It is necessary that we
should have the money for the work, and
all I hope is that the money will be forth-
coming at an early date, so as to enable
the (Government to commence the work,
and thus provide the people on the fields
with a permanent supply of water,

Mr. IrLineworTH: How long do you -

estimate it will take to carry out the
work ?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: It was estimated it would take
three years from the time the matter was
before the House. We have gone into
certain wvestigations which have taken a
short time, seven or eight months, and

e gave ourselves a full limit when we
said we could carry it out in three years.
If the work is commenced within the
next three or four months, it ought to be
finished in two and a-half years. There
are no difficulties in carrying out the
work. It is ot an impracticable scheme:
it is as simple as possible. The great
question is one of means. But I rose
principally to deal with the question of
the water supply on the goldfields. Thope
in the course of a few dayvs to place a
document on the table of the House—the
Public Works Report for the past year.
A portion of the report I now hold in my
hand, and as the question has been raised
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I would like to give, for the informa-
tion of the House, seme figures to
show what has been done during the
past year. TheGovernment have expended
during the past vear £156,000 on the
distributed over four of the
principal fields. We have expended at
Coolgardie, £126,400 ; Menzies, £23,400;
Pilbarra, £4,800; and on the stock
routes, £1,730, making a total of
£156,330. That is irrespective of main.
tenance, and the expenses in connection
with the upkeep.

Me. IrLivgworrs: Do you mean the
stock routes to the goldfields ?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: To the North, through the
goldficlds. In addition fo this, tenders
have heen accepted for 20 tanks and
reservoirs in the Coolgardie district, and
the total amount fur which these tenders
have been accepted is £183,888
Allowing that we have paid out of
that amount £57,000, we have still to

" pay £156,000 to complete these works,

s0 that there will be a total expenditure
for the pwrpose of supplying water for
these fields of £282,000, or with main-
tenance something over £300,000, which
is & very considerable sum. I listened
with interest to the remarks of the hon.
member, and especially to the quotations

. which he made from the report given by

Mr. Reed. While admitting, of course,
that there is a good deal that is practical
in the report of Mr. Reed, and knowing
full well that he is o gentleman who has
travelled about the country and has had
& good deal to do with the water supply
of those districts, yet we must certainly
consider and deal with these reports in a
reasonable way. The hon. member
alluded to the fact that Mr. Reed stated
that large quantities of water could be
conserved in these districts. The Govern-
ment admit this, but we know also
that we have no certain rainfall;
and, admitting that it can be con-
served, we have anticipated what little
rainfall there is by constructing those 20
tanks and reservoirs, which will be nearly
all completed during the next four months.
We are expending £183,888 upon the
construction of these works, and I think
the subject is so interesting to hon. mem.
bers that I would ask for a little time to
enumerate those which we have put in
hand. The total sum is £183,888, and
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the total capacity which we are to have
in these different reservoirs is 92,600,000
mllons.  As T suid, most of the works
have already been done or are nearly
completed. These works are as follow :—
Niagara, 38,750,000 gullons; Menzies,
3,049,410, Mulline, 1,502,700; Goon-
garrie, 1,006,110 ; Speakman’s, 1,008,450;
Bardoc, 2,032,540 ; 42.-Mile, 3,121,683 ;
Kalgoorlie, 1,630,000; Londonderry,
3,098,000 ; Parker's Range, 4,963,000;
Siberia, 1,515,532; Bulong, 3,027,155,
50-Mile Rock, 3,025110; Kanowna,
3,691,800 ; Black Flag, 3,244,000 ; Wood-
giemooltha, 3,026,000, Broad Arrow,
10,060,000; Brown's Lagoon, 348,000;

Norseman, 8,000,000; and Kurnalpi,
1,500,000. This list totals 92,600,000
gallons. It is a moest astounding fact

that, although we have aboutthree-fourths
of this work completed, we have not a
drop of water in any of those tanks to-day.
[A MemBER: Will they hold water ?]
Certainly they will. About one-third of
the tanks have heen cemented, and the
rest, of course, we have had to puddle, and
sonte of them have been tested. Some
time ago some of them had a little water,
but to-day there is no water in them. Now
I think this points most clearly to the fact
that it is no use to depend fora permanent
supply of water upon these catchments.
We have a proof of it here in the fact
that these tanks are not filled to-day. It
has been shown that we have from 6 to 8
or 10 inches of rain per annum in different
parts of the fields, yet to-day we hear it
said that we have only 3in. in places
where we had 7in. last year. Now if we
are gomg to depend upon the ecatchments
for water in those districts, I think we
are depending upen what may prove tous
a very unsafe reliance, for we know that
the rainfall is altogether too freacherous.
‘We cannot depend upon it, and the only
way I can see by which we can deal with
this question of water supply is to pump
it from the coast by the scheme we have
brought forward.

M=z. A. Forkrsr: How much did vou
say the 92,000,000 gallons would cost ?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: £183,888. Of course theexpense
which I mentioned before, £156,000, would
he principally in connection with the wells

and other conservation throughout the :

district. That is a smaller supply, and
nearly all these wells are salt, and are
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. put down only for the purpose of con-
densing. If it had not been for the
supply of water by tanks and by means
of these wells we have put down, I think
the people would have had w sorry time
on the goldfields. The way in which the
Government have carried out the water
scheme throughout this district will be
more convincing to hon. members when I
lay on the table in a few days a map
showing the works carried out by this
department. Tt was of no use counting
upon any considerable supply by rainfall ;
and as to this large catchment aren near
Coolgardie, spoken of by Mr. Reed, if
100,000,000 gallons could be conserved
at a2 cost of £5,000, the Government
would welcome the information if it were
authenticuted. If this information were
anthenticated, and we can have it shown
to us that there is u possibility of con-
serving so large a quantity of water there,
we would only be too pleased to take
advantage of it. [A MemBer: Mr. Reed
is in your employ now.] How is it that
Mr. Reed has not brought this under the
notice of our departiment, and that they
have not availed themwselves it? We
hawve in our Engineer for Water Supply a
gentleman who is well versed in water
conservation ; we have also Mr. Saunders,
who has been there during the last three
or four veamrs. If Mr. Reed possessed
this information, I certainly think it was
his duty to bring under the notice of the
Governmmnent those places where water
could be conserved; and if he has
hrought it under the notice of the engi-
neers, and those engineers have not acted
upon it, I take it that he should have
brought that under my notice, and 1
would have immediately taken steps to
have acted upon it; becanse, admitting
thit there is a short rainfall, I quite agree
that we would he justified in making
preparations to conserve such a large
quantity of water as is said can be con-
served at a place so near Cuolgardie. I
i confident that no such place does
exist ; and, if it is known to Mr. Reed, it
would have been known to ihe officers of
my department, and they would have taken
it up long ago. The difficulties which we
have had to contend against in this large
district are very greaf, and one of them is
the question of puddling tanks. Weall
know that the very large tunk at Kalgoor-
lie, although it will hold 1,000,000
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galloms of water. was so defective in this
respect that the whole of the water
escaped in nine days. The soil is so porous,
that we have had to go to grewt expense
in hringing clay from great distances, and
also in constructing some of these tanks
in cement. Considering the large con-
sumption which must follow as population
increases, we could never possibly provide
sufficient water for the people by this
means. And even out of the £183,000
that we are spending, we find that nearly
half of it has to go in one hig reservoir at
Niagara. How many days’ supply have
we there, at five million gallons a day ?
We have 90,000,000 pgallons, wlich
only mean an 18 days’ supply of water
for the fields ; ; whereas what we want is ©
continnous supply of five million gallons
a day, or, in time, fifteen million gallons
a day, possibly. We could never expect
to get it by conservation. I certainly
think the proposal to conserve water there
is altogether an exploded one, and anyone
who has visited those fields and seen their
condition recently, tnust agree with me.
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* of course intended for niming supply.

The goldfields members will agree with

me that at Kalgeorlie it would be the
height of folly to depend npon water con-
servation. There is only one course, and

It will he brought to certain places by
the Government, and then the reticule-
tion into the towns will he a municipal
matter.

Mr. MORAN: A great deal of
what the member for (;entt al Murchison

(Mr. Jllingworth) suid has been said
before. 1 remember mentioning all
these details he has brought up

this evening. I want to show him,
if T possibly can, that he ought not
to object to the main work going ahead,
even although the subsidiary works
should have to stand over for the present.
Take that 5,000,000 gallons of water,
and you need not be in any way afraid
that it iy going as far as to the-South
Australian horder. By the time thab you
hivve served Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, and
Kanowna, yvou will find that you have
not o drop of water left. As I said
before, I believe the water will he used,
and used up so hungrily, that you will
find yourselves obliged, and agreeably so,
to duplicate the scheme. You commence
with the iden that you require w million
gallons of water for vour rallways, to
begin with—Mr. Davies will want that

' quantity himself, and probably he will

that cowrse is to adopt the scheme which

we have put forward. Everyone nust
admit that, to make certain of a fresh
water supply there, we must fall back on
the Coolgardie water scheme. T certainly
oppose the motion of the hon. member for
Central Murchison.

A Menper: Would the Minister kindly
tell us what mining centres it is proposed
to supply under this scheme, besides
Coolgardie proper ?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WOREKS: It is intended to take the
supply over the whole of the pgold-
fields as far as Menzies ; but the first part
of the reticulation will go to Kalgoorlie
as well as Coolgardie.
100 miles of 12-in. mains. If you will
turn to the report, you will find that we

We have provided .

provide here for all the reticulation pipes, |

2556 miles, and we provide also for
100 miles of 12.in, pipes which will form
the leading pipe; but we expect eventu-
ally to continue further reticulation. We
intend to first prove the scheme by pump-
ing the water to Coolgardie aund district
as far as five million gallons will go, and
to incrense the supply afterwards. It is

want mnore—-and that guantity must be
taken off the 5,000,000 gallons at various
points along the line of route. Once
more I should like to remind the Premier
that he ought not to he talking about
turning the country into a smiling plain,
from Northam to Southern Cross. Ttis
abselutely the maddest dream in the
world to imagine you are going to carry
oun irrigation with this scheme, and at the
same time serve the mines up there. The
supply would not be sufficient for both
purposes.

Tur Premier: I did not speak of
urigation. What I desired was to give
the people a drink on the road.

Mr. MORAN: I want to point out
that this question of irrigation is an
enormous one. [Tre PreEmier: T under-
stand that.] Presuming that Northam
and Newecastle are going to absorb another
million gallons of the supply on the way,
I say it would not he fair to divert water
from Coolgardie and the other goldfields
for an irrigation scheme in the Avon
valley.

TrE PREMIER:
the intention.

Nobody says that is
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Mr. MORAN: Perhaps not; but it
might vceur to somebody to propose that
such should be done, and I tancy I have
heard sowe talk in this direction. There
is no doubt that a market will be found
for the water. According to my figures,
there are 4,000,000 gallons left to deal
with. You will have a population of
25,000 or 30,000 at Coolgardie, and pos-
sibly 50,000 at Kalgoorlie, if the increase
of population at Broken Hill may he taken
as a criterion. I would net be a hit
surprised, nor wonld any mining man, to
see 50,000 people at Ialgoorlie in three
years’ time.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH :
mate may be true.

Mz. MORAN: The indications are
that way, certainly. Taking the probable
population of Kalgoorlie at 50,000 three
vears hence, ench person should be sup-
plied with not less than 30 gallons a day,
w ¢quantity which is below the Europeun
and also I believe the Perth estimate.

A Meumser: The Perth estimate is 30
gallons per person.

Mr. MORAN : Well, take the quantity
at 30 or 40 gallons a day for each
person and if it is necessary to give
30 gallons a day to o person in Perth,

I hope your esti-

doubt a larger, proportion will
be required on the goldfields. Then,

with Cooclgardie and Kalgoorlie, there
would also have to be served the London-
derry district, 25-Mile district, Black Flag,
Dead Finish, and other mining centres
where hatteries can be carried on. We
have also to deal with Broad Arrow,
Bardoc, Kunowna, and other large places.
Who can suy what those places may be-
come? Xanowna may in the future be a
higger place than Kalgoorlie, giving as it
does now evidence of becoming a very
l]l‘lpOl tant mining centre.

Me. Leaxe:  Will those places, ma the
aggregute, require more than 100 miles of
pipe ?

Mzr. MORAN: I will give the exoct
mileage, if I can.

Mz. Leags:
get at.

Me. MORAN : I preswmne it is not yet
decided whetlier we are going to take the
water from the top of Mount Burges or
not. I am inclined to think that is an
open question. It would be much better
to utilise hills in the various centres, if
such hills can e feund, instead of bring-

That is what we want to
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ing the supply to the top of Mount Bur-
ges, and at a large expenditure of money
obtaining the requisite high pressure to
serve all the various centres. Mr. Scarvell,
from Vietorin, has been over here t,‘u]\mﬂ
details in connection with the water.
supply of the goldfields, and his opinien
is that it would be fur better to have a
dam in each district, than one dam on the
| top of Mount Burges, where an accident
might throw the whole system out of
gear. The distance from Coolgardie to
Kalgoorlie is 24 miles, and 12 miles more
to Kanowna. Taking Coolgardie as 20
miles from the 25-Mile, Mount Burges
is mot more than 15 or 16 miles away,
while Black Flag would be distant 12 or
15 miles. Take another 15 miles for
swrounding centres, and on to Broad
Arrow as another five miles, and another
eight to Bardoc; then if you wish to go
to Bulong from Coolgardie it is another

18 miles — all these figures together
making up about 102 miles.
Me. Leake: How do you gel to

Menzies ?

Mgr. MORAN: If you want to go to
Menzies you go through the Ninety-Mile,
equal to another 50 miles of piping, and
that is allowing liberally for the supplying
of places such ug Black Flag and other
little centres. I hold that, in connection
with the water schemne, there must be
opened an extensive system of narrow-
gange trams. It will be found far easier
to have central balteries for reducing the
ore; und, if wuthority be given to con-
struct such tramways, privite pevple will
he found ready to provide them. As I said
hefore, I amn not yet prepared to say the
Momut Burges scheme is the best. There
is o hill only two niles out of Coolgurdie,
| from which a pressure could be obtained

much greater than that which we have in
Pertli; awnd at Kalgoorlie the Mount
Charlotte hills would give a fing pressure
for any of the surrounding mines. These,
however, are points of detail which will
have to he gone into ufterwards. This
water supply question is one in which T
have tuken a prominent part. I lave
seen Hannun's Lake itself filled with fresh
water four times during my public career.
I have seen the Broad Arrow Lalke contain-
ing more fresh water than the Government
could pump up in 10 years under theiv
E scheme.  Well, we know that the evapora-
. tion per annum is not less than Bit.. and
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it i greater in open lakes, the average
depth of which is not 8ft. Couldit be
arranged to centralise all this water in u
certain place ¥ This presents u problem
on which I have vonsulted many engi-
neers, and wmougst them Mons. Vir-
gine, the eminent French engineer, tells
me it would cost six millions of money to
coustruct one dam, and that when vou
hive tlist one dam constructed yon wonld
renin at the mercy of the heavens.
Much could be done with local schemes.
Bust of Northwmn there is no such thing
as a defined water course or cliannel on
the wlhole of the Bastern goldfields, No
such condition of affuirs exists in the
Fastern colonies or in the very worst
parts of the back blocks of Queenslund.
I have known plices v Queenshund where
tor four or five years there has heen no
win, and where very often, in couse-
quence, places are deserted for vears. 1
remember a seven-vears dronght in one
period in Queenslund.  But right through
that colony there are distinct water chan-
nels, for bundreds of miles in many cases.
The country there has defined water-
sheds, and when rain does come, in these
places, us at Broken Hill, one dam cin
save sufficient water to keep the district
going for vears. In Western Australin
there is no such condition of affairs. The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans),
and the member for North-East Coolgar-
die (Mr. Vosper), have both locked into
this matler, and none of us knows of any
places in the goldfields districts where
there are defined water-courses. The soil
is so porous that, except. where the dams
have a coating of clay on the top, it is
absolutely impossible to conserve water.
In those paces mentioned hy Mr. Reed, I
have seen water careering along aba great
rate to the salt lokes; and I have pointed
out to the Govermment that it would be
pussible to construct dams of a tenporary
character, or get private enterprise to
carry out the work, so as to give u full-
back for some gigantic scheme of water
supply. The expense of making a dam
so deep and so extensive ns to give an
unfailing and relinble supply of water, is
absolutely out of the power of the Gov-
ernment in this coomtry.  We all know o
bit about Jduin construction, wnd the mem-
her for the Canning (Mr. Wilson) is a
practical man with strong views on the
questivn.  Every one of those salt lakes
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has o thin coating on top of it, and
just below that you get mte bed-rock
very quickly, I maintain that a dam, to
be of any service, should be 30 to 4
feet deep, and then we must allow for an
evaporation each year of at least 7 or
8 feet of water. To avoid that evapora-
tion, dams would have to be covered
over, which would prove an expensive
operation ; and after the dams had been
covered, there would still have to be
provided an enormous power fo pump
and reticulite water over the goldtields.
Take the lakes from DMount Monger,
Bulong, and right on to TLake Tefroy,
and I doubt whether von wn get the
water to run without ¢utting o el Tt

‘would  be ihwpossible o wink a4 dam

without blasting 30 or 40 feet of hed-
rock; uud, after all the expense, I doubt
whether & dam could be made sufficiently
decp to meet o three or four vears’
drought, which oceurs in every part. I do
not think a conservation scheme could he
devised thut would stand a three or four
vears’ drought. I would be almost
impossible to keep these dams all right,
even if they were cemented out.  Dams
arg crucking now, and the Conmissioner
of Ruilways knows that. I am putting
the facts before the House in a calm and
deliberate way. T am informed that
every member of the Opposition is
looking ab this question as if he had no
party bias one way or the other, aud there-
fore I have the greatest pleasure in
telling them the facts of this matter,
I am inclined to believe, with the highest
engineers, that it would he almost beyond
our power to construct dawms of a char-
acter suflicient to give such a supply as
the Coolgrardie water scheme would give;
and then we should e dependent on a
rainfall which is not copious enough to
supply our needs. T maintain that this
country would not be ruined if this
scheme took five vears to complete. The
ruination would come if the scheme were
not gone on with, Qur available supplies
might give vut. I know pertectly well,
and I am not o civil enginer, that I could
find water to keep Kalgoorhe going for
the short time this scheme would be in
course of construetion.  [A MrmeeR:
Salt water 73 T would undertake 1o find
sufficient waier in the bed of the Broad
Arvrow Lake for the purpose; but sall
cater 1s u limited supply.  Here 1s u facl
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which has been proved in the last few
months in Kalgoorlie. We have heen
smking wells and shafts two or three
hundred feet deep, and seme engineers
have said that we do not want any Cool-
gardie water scheme at all, that we have
pl(,nt.y of water in our mines; but I tell
this House there is not a siugle mining
manager on the fislds who has not arrived
at. the conclusion that we are going
through the water-bearing strata, and are
coming to a dry level like that at Charters
Towers, in Queensland. Another fact
hus been proved, namely, that the more
water we draw in that district in the
mines, the less supply the lakes are
getting. We are carrying the lakes in
our shafts, and the lakes will run dry.
Of course, a lot of the water will go buck,
and we have to deal with the great ques-
tion of evaporation also. T hope to have
u number of the members of this House
up in the Kalgoorlie district very soon,
when we open the Mechanics' Institute,
and then we will show themn the fisld. T
hope tohave the pleasure of showing them
some of the rivers in that district. They
are like the rivers in the interor of
Queensland, which die away as they spread
out: they evaporate and disappear. There
is always o strong current of air hlowing
there, and that takes the water nway. 1
would point oufi to the ember for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) the fallacy
of appointing a commission to inquire
into this matter. Such a commission
would probably consist of the members
for Coolgardie, Central Murchison, Gerald-
ton, and myself, with others, and we
would have a word or two to suy on the
whisky question during the long and
arduous journeys we would have to
make. The rouline would be that we
would call evidence abhout wbat every
man, woman, wnd child, and certainly
every member of this House, .l.hen.dv
knows, namely, that there ure sult lakes
and that salt water is to be got at a cer-
tain depth; and then we would visit the
various lakes, and as soon as the commis-
sion saw Luke Lefrov, and watched the

salt plittering In the sun, they would go

back and decide that, .uitu a]l whisky 1s
b ilecided improvement on salt water. I
do not believe in commissions. There is
WL comnnission EJLtIllg in this country at
the present moment, which has not
excited the admiration of ull the people
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in the colony, and yet the Mining Com-
mission is nothing to what a Water
Commission would be. To go exhaus-
tively into the guestion, every member
would have to be dumped down the mines
to see for himself if the water was going
up or coming down. I believe sincerely
that u water scheme is required for Cool-
gardie, Kalgoorlie, Menzies, Broad Arrow,
and neighbouring districts. When once
we have supplied Coolgardie and Kal-
goorlie with water, surely we can dupli-
cate that scheme and send it on to
Menzies; and what is to prevent the
Government and this House doing the
same thing for the Murchison? We
are told that they do mnot want u
water scheme for the Murchison. I
was always led to believe that it was a
fresh water country. The trouble is,
however, that it is only a surface drainage,
and they are going through their water
strata.  If they want water there, where
the rainfall is greater than in the Cool-
gardie district and where they have water-
courses of a definite character, how much
more is wuter wanted in that part of the
conntry where there are no definite water-
courses, where there is very little rainfall,
and where there is a population of from
30,000 to 40,000 people! The hon.
member for Central Murchison is not
ah unreasonable man, and T wish to point
out to him that it is absolutely impossible
to meet the demand in the way in which
he proposes. There are alluvial fields
round Coclgardie and Kulgoorlie and at
other places that would pay for the ex-
penditure of almost any sums of money
for the purpose of giving them a proper
water supply. There is a gix-mile rush
at the back of Charlotte Hill, and there
is enough ronnd Kalgoorlie to use up all
the water that could be supplied. The
average assay of the streets in ICalgoorlie
is 8dwts. per ton. At Bayley's Flat and
other places, it is just the same. I am
rather surprised therefore to find that the
hon. member for the Central Murchison
should atb this late hour of the day adopt
the tactics he has. Igive him my solemn
pledge to help him in his electorate, if he
will help us. Tt will take the Govern-
ment ab least three years to construct the
propused cunals, und I give the Connuis-
gioner an estra three months which I
have no doubt will be required. When
that scheme has been completed, it will
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he twelve months before the people “1]] | who will do the work for two and a half

he able to get the least benefit from it,

they will have to go in for letlf.uld,tmu
and the tuying of mains and all that sort
of thing, “which cannot be done till the
water is brought to the spot.  There-
fore you cannot get to work with
the scheme foe =seon. Two and o
hadf anllions  sterhug,  wlaeh is ilie
estimited cost of the scheme, is ouly the
price which s been paid to-day for vne
single mine, the I[vanhoe, which has
been hought by one of the shrewdest
mnine corporations in the world. The
Coolgardie water scheme, which is not

estimated to cost any morve, may be the ~

meuns of making 50 other wmnes like the
Tvanhoe. When you find hon. mem-
bers on both sides of the House willing
to pledge themselves and generations after
them to find the money for this scheme,
I am very sorry that a gentleman repre-
senting & mining district in this House
gshould be unwilling to give the Govern-
ment his support.  The agricultural mem-
bers are those who have most to fear from
the carrying out of the Government pro-
posal, yet these very men come forward
i the most plucky manner and ure will-
ing to support the Premier in the course
which he proposes to take.

A Mewser : It is to their interest to
do so.

Mr. MORAN: They ure men of honour,
everyone of them, and men of independ-
ence also, and certainly men of courage.
They are not going to pledge themselves
and their children after them for a
scheme that is going to turn out badly. I

am sorry that the gentleman wlo repre-

sents one of the goldfields has not the
same faith in the goldfields as the agri-
cultwral members have. I do not say
that he has not the same faith, but I do
say that I fail to understand his tactics.
I know that the hon. member’s Parlia-
nientary motto has been *the greatest
good for the greatest number,” and that
he prides himself on never condescending
to any Parliamentary tactics; but T am
afraid on this question le is not practis-
ing what he preaches. TIf the Govern-
ment cane to this House te-morrow and
siid, “ With the concurrence of our
Enginecr-in-Chief, and after cureful con-
sideration, we have decided to let this
contract to this or the other strong
European corporation, men of repute,

* millions of money, and it is amnu to e
cunstructed inside of two years,” I do not
think = single memnber ou this side of the
House w ould say they had done ill.

A Memper: Nor on the Opposition
side of the House either.

Mr. MORAN: Hou. members would
suy Hut the Government Lad done well,
and they would be prepared to sink all
minor matters while this great national
work was beinyg carriecd out.  One result
of the motion moved by the lon. member
for Ceniral Murchison has heen that the
Commissioner of Public Works has
brought forward tucts and fignres to show
what the Guvernment have heen doing in

* thée matter; and auother result has been

that I have given to this House informa-
tion on this great guestion which has
taken me years to obtain, and several
other hon. mnembers have enlightened the
House on the subject. Whatever the
Govermnent may decide on doing. the
majority of the memnbers of this House
will uphold them in carrving out this
great national work, and ncluded in thai
majority will be both the ugriculturul and
the mining members.

At 630, pan., the Speaker left the
Chair.

At 7-30, pan., the Sreaxer resuined

" the Chair.

Mr. A. FORREST: In rising to op-
pose the motion of the wember for Cen-

" tral Murchison (Mr. Illingworth), I do

so with a very great deal of pleasure,
because the subject dealt with is impor-
tant to every person who has any interest
i this large colony.  TE is not o question
for mdividuals, but o question for the
colony at large, whether living in the
North, South, or East. I hope in the
few remarks I shall make to the House—
and they will be very few—T shall be
able to show clearly that it is absolutely
necessary that no delay should take place
in commencing these works. Even if the
Government have not the money at the
present time, it is necessarv that these

. works should he started and completed

in the shortest tone possible. The hon.
member fer Central Murchison rewd a
paragraph from a newspaper published
at Coolgurdie of some remarks I made
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there, and I wish to emphasise these re-
marks by saying that from my knowledge
of West Australia, which is not small,
if anything happens to our eastern gold-
fields at the present time, where a water
scheme is absolutely necessary, a majority
of the people in the country would become
bankrupt, and I do not make that state-
ment without some consideration. IEit
goes forth that the leading men in
Australia say this, it will hurry the
Government to push on the work as soon
as possible. The hon. member for Central
Murchison has not visited these fields for
some time. If he was to take an oppor-
tunity very often, as I do, of visiting the
principal centres, he would find a very
different state of things from what existed
few years ago. If I could only read the
inner thoughts of the hon. member, I am
sure he is one with us in this matter, but
itis a very hard thing to * ¢climb down.”

Ma. InziyeworTH: Tam learning from
rou.

Mz. A. FORREST : I will read from
Hynsard a speech made by the hon. mem-
ber, and also soine remarks made by my-
self. [A MempEr: Oh, don’t] I will
only read some of the vemarks—just
those which suit myself, the same as the
member for Central Murchison did. He
read a certain portion of a speech he
made, and I agked him to go on, but he
did not take the cue, and I intend to
read the other portion. This question is
of so important a character—to me, at
any rate, and I believe to every man in the
colony—that the works should be started
at once, and completed afterwards. All
the while they are being constructed they
will serve & number of people en route,
and they will serve the railways. I have
it on the best authority that the water
supply on the goldfields alone for the
railways will be egnal to £100,000, and if
this water supply had to be wade for the
railways alone it would he justified ;
because as we ure building railways from
Kalgoorlie to Menzies, and from Kal-
goorlie to Kanowna, you will find that
from Northam to Menzies there wiil be
no water at all, and the water will have
to be taken from Norvthan at a great
vxpense. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways informs us that this venr alone the
Grovermment constructed tanks to impound
ninety million gullons of water at a cost

of £180,000, und according to the scheme |
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of the Government it is proposed that in
18 days these ninety nmullion gallouns of
water can be all utilised there. I went
into this country in 1869, and I found
the country well grassed, plenty of water,
with plenty of ran. I returned to this
country in 1871, and I had to run for my
life, because there was no water, no grass,
no rain. There had been a great drought,
and we must expect these times again.
We Dbave not been flooded this year.
There have only been three inches of rain
at Coolgardie. The construction of this
water scheme shonld not be delayad one
hour. 1f T had anything to do with the
Executive of this country, I should start
the dams at Helena River and Mount
Burges at once.

Tue PreEmier: We were told the
other day we were not to do anything
until we got authority,

Mg. A. FORREST : There has been a
suggestion wade in this House that the
work of constructing these water works
should be handed over to a French
syndicate, or some other syndicate. The
member for Central Murchison said, on
the 20th August, 1894, in reference to the
building of the railways to Kalgoorlie,
and Cune:—

T contend there is no rveason why this
ecountry should take upon itself an obligation
which will bring upthe indebtedness to £2 12,
per head annually for interest alone. If there
are legitimate firms, syndicates, or companies,
that are willing and able to build these rail-
ways, their proposals shonld be (fairly
considered. All that we have upon this
question is that some hon. members say they
“ don’t believe,” and they “don’t think™ and
“don’t know.” Because we have had some
experience of syndicate land-grant rail-
ways, one of which had practically nothing
hehind it, and the other one unfortunately lost
its principal in the death of its hest financinl
man—and hon. members know quite well that
but for the denth of Anthony Hordern there
would have been no dificulty in financing the
Great Southern Railway—hecause we have
had cxperience of these syndicates, that is no
reason why we should not comsider fresh
proposals from syndicates to build railways
on a different principle, withont any land.
grants. There are some of the people behind
these syndicates who eould buy all the rail-
ways in the country. T contend that while it
is nbhsolutely necessary to bnild these railways,
it is not absolutely necessary to huild them
with lean moncy.

The hon. member then weui on fo suy
something ahout the rilwuys being built
by private syndicates. What did I say
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in reply to the hon. member on the same
evening ! I said:

The hon. members for Nannine and Albany
have treated vs to a lot of information about
huilding railways by private syndicates; but
I would like to tell the House what my opinion
is about that. 'Fhe syndicate promoters usually
come here, and, without having any financial
means whatever, make proposals to the Govern-
menti; and because the Government have not
entertained such proposals as those contained
in the correspondence now on the table, the
hon, member for Nannine and the hon. member
for Albany think the Government have treated
those persons with discourtesy. I amisurethe
hon. mewber for Albany ought fo he aware of
the way in which private syndicales have
heen carried on in comnection with the two
land-grant railways now in existence; and he
should be the last man to ask that the
Goveinnient should entertain furthef proposals
for the construction of railways by syndicates.
If T live to the age of 100 years I shall never
suppork private rvallway proposals in this
colony. The hon. member for Nannine said
certain persons were prepared to put down o
guarantee of £20,000; but he ought to know
it is very easy for persons to subscribe £20,000
among a lot of them, but, after doing that as
a preliminary, it is a very difficult thing to
produce half.a-million of capital for construct-
ing the railway. ‘lI'nke the Midland railway
for instance, and the difficulties which have
swrounded it. Hon. members know that the
Midland Company or syndicate could not have
completed that railway without the aid of the
Government. It would be the same with
reference to these private syndicates ; and if
the Govermment had accepted their proposals,
I believe the members on this side of the
House would have withdrawn support from
the Government altogether.

I will go hack to last year, when the Cool-
gardiewater scheme was proposed to he sent
1o o select committee, and what do we find
a5 the result of the division on a motion
moved by the member for Beverley for
referring the scheme to a select com-
mittee ? Amongst  those who voted
agninst sending the matter to a select
committee was the member for Naunine
(Mr. Tllingworth). He voted with the
Government not to send the matter to a
select committee; yet mow, within one
year, he proposes that the scheme shall
be referred to a select committee.
hon. member consistent ?

M=z. InnivaworTri: Oh, bother com-
sistency ! Tet us do what is right.

Mr. A. FORREST: Several of the
members who voted with Mr. Harper ure
not members of the House at the present
time. Those who did vote with him were:
—Mr. Moss, Mr. Randell, Mr. Solomon,
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Mr. Venn, Mr. Hassell, Mr. Simpson,
and Mr. Harper. I may add that Mr.
Hassell stated he was pledged to Mr.
Harper before he heard the debate, and
afterwards asked him to withdraw the

© motion ; but, being pledged to vote for

Is the ~

it, he did so. Several other members
asked the hon. member to withdraw the
motion, but the member for Beverley did
not see his way to do it; and one of the
strong opponents of Mr. Harper's motion
was the member who now represents
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth).
‘Who would think that in one short year
a member of this House would alter the
views he then held so strougly? I do
not, think he ought to do so, and, it he
does, he ought to give some reason for so
altering his opimon.  When we were
listening to the hon. member, he did not
say a word in excuse of his turning a
complete somersault. Our minds are
fully made up that we must have this
water scheme at any price. The mines
cannot be worked without it, and the
people themselves must have water for
consumption. Work cannot be earried
on without water in those regions, and
if any man denies this, T am afraid it is
net in the interest of the colony that he
does so. [Mg.ILuiseworrH: We never
suid s0.] When members of this House
bring forward motions of the kind pro-
posed by the hon. member, and ask other
members to support them, I think it is
ouly reasonuble to suppose that gentle-
man did not believe in this water scheme.
All the hon. member’s speeches on the
subject, from the time the scheme was
first brought into existence, show that he
was against 16, [Mr. ILLINGWORTH:
Against this scheme.]  And when itcame
to a division on the motion of the member
for Beverley, he voted with the Grovern-
ment. I wish to impress on the leaders
on both sides of the House that this is
not a party guestion, but a national gues-
tion—that it does not helong to the
category of party <questions. When
members of the House travel in those
districts, they must be at once struck
with their great importance to the State.
T ean assure hon. members that in
Sonthern Cross there s very little water
for the mines obtainable from the lower
levels; and I should like to know—
perhaps my friend the member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) can tell me—
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what amount of water there is coming
from the lower levels of the deep mines alt
Kalgoorlie. [Mg. Moran: None.] The
water for nearly ull these mines is being
pumped from certain indents at the salt
lakes, miles nway. That is the supply of
the fields. There are hundreds of wines
round Coolgardie which have no wader,
and are not likely to get auny.
being developed with as little labour us is
possable for complying with the labour
conditions.
if this water scheme were it to be carried
out there and people could get water
at 3s. 6d. per thousand gallons? We
would not kuow the place! Men would
bring their wives and families there, and
would live in comfort. This Parliament
is practical, and believes in the colony ;
and members intend to carry out this
great scheme in spite of anyone who nay
attempt to prevent it. In August, 1894,
I replied to an interjection wmade in
this House by the then member for the
Swan (Mr. Loton), who said that the
people at Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie did
not want this scheme. My auswer was
to the effect that the people there were
50 confident of its walue, were so well
represented i this House, and were so
satisfied that the Govermment were going
to carry the scheme through Parlisment,
that they did not at that time talke the
trouble to eall public meetings for advo-
cating the project. One of its strongest
opponents now in this House, the member
for North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper),
who was then the editor of a strong pro-
prietury newspaper at Coolgardie, did not
leave a stone unturned in opposition to
this scheme when it was proposed. In
article after arficle, every duy of the week,
there was this bogey of 4 water supply to
the Coolgardie gold.ﬁclds thrown at us, us
though it were going to ruin the colony,
He wanted a supply from the lakes. T
think he &id wore harm to the Govern-
ment scheme, ut the time, than any other
man in Western Australia. But now I
wi glad to say the hon. member, in the
interests of the district which he repre-
sents o well in this House, is prepared to
“climb down™ a bit, and agree that the
scheme is necessary, hecause all vther
seliemes thai have been tried lave proved
failures. Nearly u year has been wasted,
during which time, if there had not been

But whit would be the result, |
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nection with this scheme—the huilding of
i dam at the Helenn River, tanks on
Mount, Burges, and a lot of other im-
portant works, niight have been going on.
L ain surve, wlzo, that the great interest
which the mother country und all the
colouies hiuve in this scheme, which they
are looking to us to carry out, renders it
imperative that it must. be undertaken at
any cost; and when we have the confident
opinion of the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Morgans) und the assurance of the
head of the Government that the scheme
will pay its working expenses, and will
pay for the cost of construction, why
should we be afraid?  If anything could
happen to prevent these goldfields from
taking all this water, which I deny, we
know there are thousands of acres in the
Avon Valley, along the route, which
could le irrigated by means of this
scheme at the cost of a few shillings per
thousund gallons.  Another argument in
fuvour of this scheme is that the swrrovnd-
ing country, where no flocks ean now be
depastured, could be cut up into paddocks
in which cattle and sheep could be fed in
thousands on those beautiful plains. I
can assure hon, members on the other
side of the House that water at 3s. 6d.
per thousand gallons i1s much cheaper
than vou would have to pay for a man to
draw it out of a well for the use of live
stock. The beautiful country to the
north and east of Coolgardie should not,
a8 1t 15 now, be in such a condition as will
not support & living animal, but should
be a great pastoral country; and then
the people of the goldfields could not
complain, as they do now, that the price

" of meat on those goldfields is exorbitant.

You never hear the hon. member for
Central Murchison (My. Illingworth) say
anything about the high cost of meat on
the Muwrchison goldfields, because those
mines are in a pastoral country; and I
may say the samne class of couniry—u
little better in some respects—is to be
found on the Eustern goldfields, where
this water scheme would be the wmeans of
keeping thousands of sheep and cattle.
You will hardly believe me when I tell
you Lthat the present Government are not
prepured to let land on lease on the
enstern goldfields for the purpose of feed-
iy cattle and sheep. It has been my
constunt complaint, ahnost from the time

this opposition, a nunber of works incon- | the Government first came into office,
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that this soil on the eastern gold-
fiells, where grass grows so abun-
dantly in good seasons, is wnot let
like the Murchison country, to sheep far-
mers, and yet it is a fact. If a man
wants 10,000 acres of land for the purpose
of feeding sheep and cattle, the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands refuses to give him
a lease of it—for what reason we shall
never know. It is an astonishing fact
that of the whole of theland from Southern
Cross to the eastward boundary of the
colony not an acre has been let for pas-
toral purposes; and even those people
who are plucky enough to provide water
themselves are denied the use of the
grass on the land, because it is useless to
them nuless it iz fenced in.
asked is that they should be allowed to
lease the land at nominal rentals for
feeding sheep in the goldfields districts.
This has, so far, been denied to the pas-
toralist; but I hope when this debate is
finished, members of the Government will
see that, for the future, leases shall be
granted to pastoralists on those gold-
fields.

Tue Premier: They would take all
the water required for miners. That was
the abjection in the early days; but the
time has arrvived now, I think, for doing
something.

Me. A. FORREST : If a sheep farmer
digs a well, T do nof think anybody can
object to his using the water from it for
his stock. The Government provide
water for the miner, but do not provide
any for the sheep furmer. When o pas-
toralist has dug & well, I do not think a
miner has any right to it, sceing that he
has not pand for it. Iam glad to give
my goall wmount of support te this
scheme, and I am sure that everyone who
has any regard for the colony of his

birth, or who has come here to throw
in his lot with us, must feel that
something must be done to make

the goldfields capuble of attracting popu.
Jation, and capuble of keeping going the
mines that we have at present, so that the
idea. should never again go forth that
there is any fenr of the batteries heing
shut down for want of wuter. 1f they
are shut down, then I am afrid w great
nany of us would have to leave

(olou\ und go  elsewhere, because our
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dependent upon them. We West Aus-
tralians, the people who were born here,
are frequently called hard names, and
sometimes we are called Boers—that is
the latest term applied to us. It is said
we want to give nothing to the goldfields;
but I say we are not Boers, that we give
everything to the goldfields, and we also
expect them to give us something in
reburn. We want to yive them a good
supply of water, and when they get the
water, and when the sheep furmer is
allowed to lease land for feeding live
stock, there will be no more cry for cheap
meat,

Mr. LEAKE: T scarcely think that
hon. members regard the debute on this
subject us one of want of confidence in the
Government. We are all at liberty to dis-
cuss this question,atany rate, on its merits.
T ask houn. members to listen while I
venture to criticise the proposed scheme
from my point of view. The views which
I advance are not put forward in any
captious spirit, but are the result of
considerable thought on my part. I
assure hon. members that I approach this
question with o desire to discover, if
possible, what is the best, perhaps the
only means, of supplying water to the
Eastern goldfields. If hon. members
remember my public utterances on any
oceasion, I think T may fairly defy them
to put their finger on any phrase or
remark which would entitle them to tell
me now that I have declared T was
oppesed to the supply of water for the
Fastern goldfields. I am conscious—as
any hon. member must be if he has the
inferests of the country at heart—that it
is of puramount importance that a good
atd substantial water supply should be
found for the fields. But what hus
troubled me in the pust, and is troubling
me at the present, is the method we should
adopt towards that end.

A Memeer: You were not here lust
session.

Me. LEAKE: I kpow I was absent,
but even in my absence T wus perplexed
over this subject. I believe the chief
objection urged when the scheme was
proposed last vewr in this Chamber, wus
Iased on the ground that all possible
sources of supply had not been inguired
into. Tn that expression of opinion, I

interests ire so bound up in the welfare | think I am borne out when T refresh my
of these mines that we ave almost wholly | wind by o reference to Hunsard, wherein
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we find thut the member for Beverley
(Mr. Harper) urged that this question
should be referred to u select committee.
We all know that the member for
Beverley gives his influence and sincere
support to the Government; we kuow
there is no member in this House who
has the interests of the country more at
heart than that lou. member; and
I do not think T amn following a bad
lead when T find myselt asking the saume
question that the hon. member asked.
What I vequire now is a distinet and
emphatic answer. Have all sources been
tested ? Is this method of pumping water
from the Darling Range the last resource ?
Is it impossible to get water by sinking or
by conserving it in reservoirs? 1f we
are told by the people on the fields, by
engineers and everybody who understands
the subject, that there is no other possible
means of getting water to the goldfields
than by pumping it from the Darling
Range, then T am prepared to say, “ Adopt
such a scheme.” [M=z. A. Forrest: Hear,
hear.] Before the hon. members cheers,
I wish him to distinetly understand that,
in expressing an opinion upon this point,
I do not commit myself to the partienlar
schemethatis proposed by the Government,
or the particular methods to which the
Government intend to resort. TLet me for
a moment, in response to the encouraging
cheer which the member for West
Kimberley {Mr. A. Forrest) gave me,
implore him when he is applying his
ability to the discussion of a question like
this, to weigh with greater regard his
utterances. In advoeating a particular
scheme or supporting a particular class of
individuals, it 15 just as well to avoid those
rash and careless statements which he
must, after mature thonght, regret he ever
uttered. I partienlarly refer to what he
said a few days ago, und which he hag
repeated this evening. [Mr. A. 'orREST:
It was quite true.] What he says is that
if this scheme of the Government is not
carried through, the country will become
bunkrupt.  This is too serious @ question
for any mun claiming the public position
and influence of the hon. member to allow
it to go forth in the public prints that,
there is such o possibility, particularly in
view of the fact, which must have been
apparent to his mind, that in any event
this scheme cannot have practical effect
until the expiration of at least three yeurs.
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I do ask the Lon. member to be more
careful in Jus utterances. He is known to
be a man of influence, and a man whose
opinions are always listened te. "We find
this reference to the question in paragraph
8 of the Grovernor’s Speech :—

My Ministers regret that, owing to the large
works already in progress from loan funds,
which it is npossible to interfere with, some
little delay st occar hefore this grent
scheme can be undertaken.

The hon. menber for West Kimberley
said that a whole yvear had been wasted,
But if a whole year has been wasted, I
can only say the waste has been com-
mitted by himself, and by his leaders and
friends. Authority was given last session
to proceed with this work, but for some
particular reason or other the work has
not been proceeded with. There may or
may not be very stringent and urgent
reasons for his delay. If there are, these
reasons have not been furnished, and I
hope when the Premier nddresses the
House on this motion, he will favour us
with particulars.

Tue PrEMier: T did so last night.

A Memser: The leader of the Oppo-
sition was not heve.

Me. LEAKE: Oh, yes, I wus, and heard
the debate. From the very initiation
of this scheme, the great cry on
behalf of the Premier and his colleagues
was one of urgency. They said, “ What-
ever we do, we must start this scheme,
and start it at once; there must not he
any possible delay.”

Me. A. ForrEsT:
prepared.

Mr. LEAKE: Because the Govern-
ment have * overrun the constable,” und
become somewhat recklese and extrava-
gant in expenditure in other directions,
they have been forced to abandon their
pet scheme. Nobody can deny that there
has been a great conflict of opinion with
regurd Lo the necessity of the scheme now
proposed by the Government. Objec-
tions have heen raised, not only on the
Opposition side of the House, but on the
Ministerial side, and, what is of still
greater importance, from the goldfields
themselves, The public of Coolgardie
and the Lastern  goldfields  generally,
until within w few weeks ago, were by no
means unanimous in their views as to the
necessity for this scheme. [Mz. Moran:
They are now.] I was coming to that.

The plans had to be
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The support given to the scheme was not
whole-hearted. I know in that view 1
shull be supported by members of
this House who now favour the scheme.
Why are those members now so strong
in their advocacy?
tell us that, as practical men, they
have given this matter thought, and
disenssed 1t with mine wmanagers and
those men who, at the outset, were
opposed to it, and they have come to the

conclusion that other sources canmot be

relied on, and that they must look te the
coast for o water supply. They are of
opinion that water must he pumped from
the Darling Range to the fields. L urge
this a5 a justificution for my conduct and
for my criticism ouiside the House and,

perhaps, on the hustings, and I say that -

if T erred I erred in good company.
views were supported Dby
were in a position to understand what
they were talking about.
objection to the scheme was that the con-

My

clusion o adopt it was too hastily wrrived
Weare told thut we cannot depend '

at.
on the lakes, or on the wells, hecause the
water-bearing strata have been pierced,

showing that the subterranean supply is -

undoubtedly unreliable.

Tue Premieg:
ago.

l\[u LEAKE: You told us so, but you
were impelled to that opinion merely by
that prophetic instinet which besets you
on every possible occasion, and which
supplies arguments which vou are only
too ready to force on the atiention of the
members of this House. Although it
may not be pleasant for the Premier to
hear me say so, I think it would be better
to apply pra whical tests than prophecy.
The only evidence which we have had up
to this point has been the report of the
Engineer-in-Chief, and the Premier's
emphatic assertion that this scheme is
necessary, and must be carried out.

Tre Premier: We have geological
opinions.

Mr. LEAKE: What on?

Tue Premier:
opinions that this water scheme will be
of service.

Me. LEAKE : Wlat geologist?

Tre Premier: Mr. Woodward.

Mr. LEAKE: Unfortunately, at that

time, there was the f[act staring the -

Premier and the public in the face, that
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It is becunse they -

those who .

The chief |

We told you that long

We have geological -
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water was heinyg obtained in considerable
guantities on Lhe goldfields, Erom sub-
terruneun supplies.  Now one word s to
the measure. The crua of the question
seems to be, shall the Government carry
out this scheme and commit the country
to 1t for ull time, or shall it be left to
private enterprise? That I consider to
be the real issue, and I declare at once in
favour of the encowragement of private
enterprise. I shall not satisfy myself
with bare assertions, but I shall endeavour
to argue the question, and, though T may
not be able to cuuvince every hon.
member, I hope, at any rate, it will be
. EEen that I am tr ying to take practical

view, and urging what I henestly conceive
. is in the- best interests of the country.
This scheme will cost in cupital value po
less o s than 2% millions of money.
That is admittedly the lowest price for
which we can get the water pumped fromn
the Duarling Roange to the top of Mount
Burges, and reticulated through twelve-
inch main pipes over distances wmounting
in the aggregate to 100 miles. That is
what we shall get for 24 millions sterling.
" But on the top of it we note that there
must be an additions! cost for reticulation
the iumediate neighbeurhood of
centres of population. [A MEeusER :
They will do that]. That is u very fair
way to meet my argnment; at the same
time I think hon. members will see that
it is a very fair qiestion for me to put.

A MemBer: Some one has to do it, of
' course.

Mr. LEAKE: We must remember
that it is not likely that the Govern-
ment, if they get this huge scheme at
work at the top of Mount Burges, will
allow any other persous to come in in
connection with it. There is that diffi-
culty in the position. Will the Govern-
ment allow a number of municipalities
with conflicting interests to enter into
competition for the water and raise
trouble among themselves? If the
Government are going to carry the scheme
up to that point, it would be far better for
them to do the whole thing, ncluding
reticulation in the small centres, and so
retain the whole control themselves.
Whether the Government or private
enterprise undertake the scheme, they
must have the control of it themselves.
It won't do to divide it and say one person
is interested in the main pipe, and

. n
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another person is interested in  the
subsidiary pipes. That is a danger, at
any rate.  Then we come to the annual

cost. The annul  up-keep—and lere
I rely on the figures, the only
figures hefore the House—is esti-

mated at £320,000. T am told Ly one
hon. friend that the London engineers
say that we may reckon on an annual
expenditure of £350,000. We are told
by the Government that we need not fear
this annual expenditure of £350,000,
because while we pay it away on the one
hand we shall receive it on the other,
since the people on the goldfields who use
the water will pay 3s. 6d. for every
thousand gallons produced. I put this
question to myself : Will they take it?
[A MempeEr: They must.] T think they
will. I put a further question to myself;
Will they pay for it ?

A MeMBER : Of course they will. Yon
pay for your water,

Mr. LEAKE: You cannot tuke the
water away if they won’t buy it. The
water will be there, and they will have it,
but will they pay for it?

Tae Premier: That argminent was
made last year.

Mr. LEAKE: I don't care if it was
made last year, or the yvear hefore last: I
am going to make it again.

Tre Premier : What do vou pay for
your water now? You don’t repudiate,
do you ?

Mz. LEAKE : T am not talking about

repudiation. The question is: Will these
people pay ? T am putting a proposition
to the House. I am notdogmatic. Iam

not assertive in this particular instance.
I want information, and I hope the
hon. member for West Perth, who seems
to think there is a great deal of amuse-
ment in this matter, will apply his lofty
intelligence to this important questiow,
and come down fromn his exalted pedestal
and condescend to discuss this matter
with the members of the Opposition. We
want to arrive at a proper conclusion.
The hon. member was not in his place
when we were told that this was not
a party question. We want to save
the counfry unnecessury expense. This
scheme carried as proposed, to what
we may call the Coolgardie centre--I
do not Limit it to the town of Coolgardie,
but for the want of a better title I will
eall it Coolgardie—will prove to be only
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the thin end of an enormons wedge. It
I could be sure that for 2% millions sterling
wecould livve a scheme that would satisfy
all the wants of these Eastern goldfields
for years to come, then I do not think
that I should feel disposed to get up and
speak agninst or criticise it. I do not
wish it to be thought that I am speaking
aguinst the scheme. T rather wish to be
regarded in the light of a friendly critic.
This is the thin end of u big wedge, gold
pointed to the extent of 23 millions, and
every thrust, every drive that is given to
the wedge means another amount equal to,
it net perhaps, greater than, the sum
already named, and when we have finished
our expenditure of 23 millions sterling,
my own opinion is that there will be
agitation and  demands, irresistible
demands, for further supplies to outlying
districts, which will involve an expendi-
ture of four or five times the amnount.
We did, indeed, hear last night from the
Premier that he had no apprehensions on
that point, that if necessary he wonld
spend ten millions, but at the same time
he teld us shortly afterwards that our
horrowing capacity was only at the rate
of two millions per annum, and that is
the difficulty. It is a political difficulty
which we have to face. Here is a work
which will necessitate the expenditure of
21 millions to begin with, and the exten-
sion of these works may involve the expen-
diture of another ten millions. At the
same time we are told that these works
are of urgent necessity, and must he
commenced al onece. Yet, on the
right hon. gentleman’s own showing,
the loans must be extended over very
lengthened periods. [A Mexser: We
shall have more income.} Yes. Tt
18 a great argument that the works
will pay for themselves, and, if vou ac-
cept the right hon. gentleman's premises,
it is, T admit, an excellent case to lay
hefore the House and the country, be-
cause no one would he so obtuse as to
say it would not be to the benefit of the
country to carry out such a work as this
if it were & paying one. If you can
grant the right hon. gentleman’s premises,
thers is nothing left to argue.

Twe Premisr: How about the private
companies ?

Mr. LEAKE: One point at a time.
Remember this—in all cases of this kind,
in works either of this magnitude, of this
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nature, or of this nrgency, we find that
there is one principle upon which the
whole thing is based. What T may call
the internal economy of the administra-
tion of such a scheme as this is a financial
one. It is not a question of barter and
gale—** You give me 1,000 gallons, and I
will give von 3s. 6. ;7 —it is not & (ues-
tion of contract, of option between the
contracting parties, but it is one of rate
and enforced payment.. On the one hand
the party who supplies is compelled to
supply ; on the other hand the party who
takes is compelled to take, and to pay
for it whether he uses it or not. [M=r.
A. Forrest: They do it in cities.] Cer-
tuinly, they do. T ask the hon. member
to apply that very test.  We know per-
fectly thaf hoth in Perth and Fremantle,
and n any other town wherever you muy
¢o, vou have to submit to a water rate.
It is equitable, it is fair, and people do
not grumble at it.  But there are no
rates suggested in this scheme, und there
is no guarantee that, unless you have 2
rate, you van sell vour water at 3s. 6d.
per 1,000 gallons. [THE PREMIER:
There will be o rate.] Is the Premier
preparved to tell us that he will insist
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upon a rate, I mean a local rate, a -

Coolgardie rate, and not o generul rute
throughout the colony? And will the
members for the goldfields tell us that
they will submit toa rate?

A Memerk: Of course they will.
municipalities will levy it.

Mer. LEAKE : Itis a fair way to put
it: Will the members for the goldfields
submit to a compulsory water rate ¥

The

FOINT OF QORDER.

Teae PREMIER: T rise to a point of
order. I ask your ruling, Mr. Speaker,
if the hoen. member for Albanyv is in
order in discussing the whole Coolgardie
water scheme, which has heen approved
of by the House and embodied in an Act
of Parliament, when the motion before
the House merely asks for the appoint-
ment of a seleck coinmittee to make
further inguiries into the question. T do
not tuke it that the whole expenditure of
the scheme is under discussion.
subinit that the meotivn should be in the
form of a Bill to repeal the Act.

Mg. Leage : The right hon.

gen-
tleman is making a speech.

Ifso, I °
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Tue PREMIER: No. There is no
motion befure the House for the Act to
be repealed, yet it seems to me that the
houn. member is discussing the whole
question as to wlether we should pass
the Act. T ask the ruling of the Speaker
on the subject.

Thue SPEARER: T do not think the
hon. member is out of order. 1 cannot
see very well how he can discuss the
question without dealing with it in the
way he is doing. The motion is that a
select committee shonld be appointed to
ingtire into this matter, and of course
members must give arguments to show
wlhether there shonld Dé a select com-
mittee appeinted. The question of rute
15, perhaps, rather beyond the scope of
the motton, and T think the hon. member
is out of order in discussing the guestion
of a rate being levied for the purpose of
this waler scheme.

DEBATE.

Mr. LEAKE: I thought my arywnents
were beginning to tell. [Tue PreEmiee:
They are not.} We will not say anything
more aboub rates. We luwve got that
point in, and I trust the point will be
considered by the select committee when
this malter comes hefore them. There
are other points I suggest should he
considered by the select committee, when
this scheme is considered by them. If
the right hon. gentlenan thinks, in the
observations I am making, that I am out
of order, I hope he will remind me of it,
for the last thing I should wish to do, in
discussing an  boportant and serious
subject, 1s to go outside the fair limit of
debate. The point I want particularly to
he considered by the select commitiee is
a difficulty that the Government of the
day will have o meet, and that is the
political forces which will he at work.
These political forces will demand a
decrease in the price of water.

Me. Morax: Does that not hold good
in regard to vailways und everything else ?

Mr. LEAKE: Yes, it does, and I
thank the hon. member for the inter-
jection. The whole busis of this scheme
18 that the 3s. 6. shaldl be charged for 1,000
gallons of witer. When the railway to
Coolgardie was first advoecated in this
House, it was urged that high rates
would be paid witheut a murmur on the
goldfields railway, but no sooner was the
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line constructed to  Coolgardie, than
political pressure was brought to bear,
and the Commissioner of Railways at the
time was compelled to reduce the rutes,
Mr. Monraxr: That is not o fair argu-
ment. :
Mr. LEAKE: It is not right to say
the argument is not a fair one. I do not
say ib cannot be refuted. It may not be
exactly a parallel case, but it is analagous.
There was a reduction of the railway rates
as soon as that railway was an accom-
plished fact, and T predict that the same
thing is likely to ocour when this water
scheme is an accomplished fact. T want
the select committee to take evidence on
this point, and to guard against these
dangers. I donotcarehow often I repeat
1t, but the success of the selieme depends on
the Government getting 3s. 6d. for every
1,000 gallons of water that go up there.
If the eight or ten goldfields members
combine and say, “ We insist on a reduc-
tion of the rates from 3s. 6d. to 1s. 6d. or
1s. per thousund gallons,” T say that no
Ministry in this country will he able to
vesist the pressure. I submit it is a fair
argument, and I trust hon. gentlemen
will think it is an honest argument. If
the people get the water for oue shilling,
then they will sopn say,  Giiveit to us for
nothing,” and then the country will he
saddled with this annual expenditure of
£320,000. T want the select committee
to understand that, if the country borrows
ten millions of money for water purposes,
it diverts the borrowed capital into one
channel, and what must be the result?
That other public works must be sus-
pended, or abandoned, or neglected for
the purpose of this scheme. and this
scheme alone. Such abandonment would
affect not only the members for the chief
towns, but it would affect the goldfields
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i then these ohjections which T have vryed

themselves, because they could not have .

an extension of telegraphs or of their
railway system, and they could not have
progress with their public buildings. Axye
we to run the risk of everything heing

work ? I want hon. members to under-
stand that I am not urging this as un
argument against the schemne as o scheme.
but against the scheme being carried out
by the Government. If the work is
carried out either by a private compuny,
or is under the control of some bourd
which is outside all political influence,

will not obtain.

Tue PreEMrise: Cannot that he done?

Mg. LEAKE: By private enterprise it
can be done.

Tae Premier: How will it pay them
if 1t will not pay us ?

Mr. LEAKE: That is their trouble.
We want the water scheme, and it is far
more likely to pay in the hands of a
private company than it is in the hands
of the Government. I ask the select
committee to consider whether the his-
tory of Australia has not shown the
dangers which beset Governments which
have advocated one particular form of
work. Take the irrigation boards and
the agricultural roilwuys of the other
colonies : they were all little chickens
which were hatched, and they have now
come home to roost. We do not want the
same thing to happen here. All other
works of public utility and necessity will
have to be put on one side. If this
scheme were in the hands of private enter-

" prise, we wust take it for granted that

all proper inquiry would be made, and if
our figures are corvect, then it will pay,
and the public on the goldfields, having
no chance to Lring pressure to hear on a
private company, would pay and pay
readily their 3s. 6d. per thousand gallons,
which they are now ready and have
promised to pay. That is the position I
want to see affirmed. The Government
cannot, owing to the difficulties which
beset them, insist on the payment. I do
not think any hon. member in the House
will declare to the contrary. If he does,
it will not be based on honest conviction.
In illustration of that last argument of
mine, I would remind hon. members of
the conditions of to-day with regard to
this very scheme itself. What is the
reason that the scheme has not been
carried forward with that speed which

we have always been told was so
important. 1t is because of the momen-

. tary strwin on the finances of the coun-
sactificed for this one form of public

try. It is because if this work were

i started, no other public works —and par-

ticularly let us instance the railway
extensions and the harbour extensions—
these works would have to be suspended.
I say that is the position, and that is the
reason. It is owing to the financial

: difficulty—well, I will not say difficulty,

but the financial strain put on the
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Treasurer for the moment, that this work °
cotnot be done; and if in a moment of -

prosperity the strain is grent, can we say
there will not be a recurrence of a similar
strain in the future. These are points

worthy of consideration, and show the :

advisability of considering this scheme or
considering the necessity of placing the
construction of this scheme in the bands
of private enterprise. 'We have it on the
authority of a member who has gained
the respect of this House, that such a
thing would be done. The hon. member
for Coolgardie told us vesterday, I think,
that conununications had been made to
him to the effect that this water scheme
could be carred out by privite enter-
prise. -

Tre PreEmier: No; to do the work
for the money, the Government paying
for it.

Mr. LEAKE: I do not want to mis-
quote the hon. member, hut I hope he
will refer to it when he rises to spealk.

Tue Premier: I thought vou were
referring to something I had said.

Me. LEAKE: I want to predict that
this matter, on the hasis placed before
this House, would he taken up by some
private company, and if it would not on
these merits which the right hon. gentle-
man is never tired of declaring fo the
House, I would go a little further and be
prepared to give o guarantee to a limited
extent, a guoarantee or a bonus, I do
not care which—it ig the same principle
that applies. Say they guarantee a small
percentage, not necessarily the full per-
centage, on the cost. If the Govermmnent
are so convinced of the value of their
scheme, and the necessity of it, they
should be prepared to come forward and
pledge the colony’s credit to a reasonable
extent. I do not Lelieve anybody would
object to that. What T urge before hon.
members is this, that we shall not pledge
our credit beyond redemption, or to such
an extent that we may hamper ourselves
in the due administration of our affairs.
Whilst considering such an important
work as this, we should not hamper other
works of public utility and equal impor-
tance. We should do everything we can,
so that the policy of the country and of
Parliament should continue unhampered
and unfettered, and so that, above all
things, we should not land ourselves in
such a position as to find that we cannof

"
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either go on with such a scheme as this,
or camnot work in the best interests of
the conntry in the direction of a firm
policy; because T see ahead of us, in
vears to come, if we indulge in overbor-
rowing and in unmecessary expenditure,
great and endless difficulties. And what
I submit is, that we cannot, with this vast
territory, answer every demand, or even
every necessary demand, which is and
will be—nay, must be—made upon the
public purse. TLet us then, while we are
doing the hest with our public revenue,
seek to attract outside capital. et others
lend a hand in the employment of labour,
let others assist in the introduction of
capital, and let others, if necessary.
share in_the general prosperity and the
proceeds which may result from all these
good things. The less risk we run, the
lietter for the country, and the less chance
there will be of ouwr being Lranded with
the stigma of adopting what will ulti-
mately prove to he a policy of reckless-
ness and extravagance. I submit these
observations to the House in no captious
spirit, but with an honest intent to see
this great object attained, namely, the
supplving of the goldfields with good
rater. That is the thing we arve stiain-
ing after. It is not a question of policy.
It is not a question of turning the
Governimnent out. It is a question of
nattonal interests, and of what we should
do to advance the national interests with
the least possible risk,and with a minimum
of expense.

Mr. YVOSPER: I wish, in rising to
speak to this motion, to make some brief
allusion to the remarks made by the hon.
member for West Kimberley (Mr. A
Forrest) when he spoke in the debate. T
think it would have heen hetter had he
been a little more careful in some of his
remarks, more especially in referring to
what he considers to be the chanpe of
attitude on the part of certain members
occupying seats on this side of the House.
T do not think that, when an opinion is
honestly changed, especially in the case
of new members, it should be made a
subject of reproach. It has been said

. that those who never change their opinions

never discover their mistakes; and, if a
man finds he has made a mistake, and is
willing to confess it, and is anxious to
remedy it as far as lies m his power, I
think that change of view and of attitude
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on his part should be welcomed, more
especially by those who have been the
apostles of the doctrines to which that
man has become a convert. At the same
time I can hardly claim the credit of
being a recent convert to the merits of
this scheme, or rather to the idea of the
necessity of giving water to the Coolgardie
goldfields in some way or another. When
I was on the hustings, immediately
prior to my retwn to this House, I
told the electors very frankly that I
would do nothing to hinder the carrying
out of this scheme; and therefore, when I
say the same thing in this House, T am
only fulfilling the pledge I made to my
electors. It is mo change of front on my
part: it is something which has been
maturinig for a loug time through force of
circumstances. 1 wish also to correct the
hon. member for West Kimberley in cne
or two of his statements with reference
to myself. He first asserted I had been
in favour of artesian boring on the
Coolgardie goldfields. Had the right
hon. gentleman at the head of the
Government paid as much attention to
my articles on the subject of water
generally as the member for West
Kimberley did, and had my opinions
had any weight with him, I venture
to say that 1 do not think the task of
boring for artesian water on the gold-
fields would ever have heen undertaken
by the Government. I believe, as
I said long ago, that by boring or by
putting down artesian bores on the
Coolgardie goldfields, you would be more
likely to get blue fire and brimstone than
water. Now, before going on with the
question at issue, I think I should be in
order, and it may mnot be altogether
unacceptable to the House, if I explain to
hon. members the reason why there was
so much opposition on the Coolgardie
goldfields to this scheme, and why I
especially took a prominent partin that
opposition. At the time t{he matter
was being debated in this House, I
was making a tour through the gold-
fields; and it was Impossible at that
particular time to ascend to any elevated
position through the length and breadth
of the Coolgardie goldfields without
seeing around you large sheets of water.
If you went to the top of Mount Burges,
you could see to the east, and to the north,
and all around, large lakes, and these
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lakes were for the most part filled with
water ; and, when you went down to the
sides of the lakes to investigate the con.
tents, you frequently found that the water
was fresh, and in almost every case quite
fit for the use of camels and cattle.
Moreover, when I was at Black Flag
during that time, [ went to see an im-
portant mine. Being on horseback I had
to ford my horse across two inlets of
water to get to the mine, as it was sur-
rounded by fresh water in all directions.
I gave my horse a drink of it, and I drank
the water myself, and found it very palat-
able. T also found alongside one of the
principal shafts of the mine a large boat
with "a mast and sail, an? was informed
that this boat was used for the purpose of
carrying timber to be used in the mine
from a forest some five miles distant.
When you see water all over the country
like that, and when you know, as was the
case at that time, that the deeper the
mine went down the larger was the
quantity of water, what could be more
natural than for me to offer my opposition
to a scheme which had so little to recom-
mend it as the Coolgardie water scheme
had at that time ? I was twitted last night
with having a very small interest in the
colony. [Mgr. A. Forrest: I did not
say s0.] No; but whatever interest I
have had has been on the goldfields; and
therefore, when I bad, as the editor of a
newspaper there, to oppose a scheme which
was 80 evidently for my benefit, as well as
for the benefit of the rest of the population
there, and took an unpopular course in
order to act in what I considered the
interests of the colony, that shows, after
all, that even those with a small stake in
the colony may sometimes be as patriotic
as those who have a large one. At all
events, I acted then according to what was
my clear conviction, and T am prepared to
act in the same manner now, on the
floor of this House, as I did at that time.
Since that time, a very considerable
change has come over the goldficlds, and
especially the Coolgardie goldfields. Not
only has there been an increase in the
number of members representing the
goldfields and the public generally, but
a change of aititude has been forced upon
us by the physical changes which bave
taken place on the fields themselves. At
that time, you could go almost anywhere
on the fields, and you stood a far greater
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chance of being drowned than of dying of
thirst. At the present time, a man who
wanted to commit suicide on the Cool-
gardie goldfields would have to choose
some less expensive method than drown-
ing. The lakes which then gave large
supplies of fresh water are now, almost
without exception, dry. They can still
hold water, and they are still useful for
water-bearing purposes ; but we are faced
with this great problem, that we know the
water-bearing strata have been pierced in
most of our mines; that the mines, as
they ro down, are becoming drier instead
of wetter; that the rocks have shown
clearly envugh that, in their matural
state, they are not fit receptacles for
the howrding up of water; and the
fields generally, during the last twelve
months, have presented a gigantic object-
lesson which mno sensible man ecan
afford to ignore. OQur position is that
water must be had from somewhere ; and,
speaking as a goldfields representative, 1
say the people on the goldfields are not
so much enamoured of this particular
scheme of the head of the Government as
may be supposed ; but they fully acknow-
ledge that they must have water at almost
any price and any hazard, and they are
prepared to accept any number of schemes
which may be suggested for the solution
of this difficult problem. I would like to
say, in reference to some remarks of my
friend, the member for Central Murchison
(Mr. Illingworth), in which he made a
comparison of the gold yields of the Mur.
chison with those of Coolgardie, that,
after all is said and done, perhaps this
question of water bas had a very
considerable influence upon the gold yields
of these two places. It is a well-known
fact that the town of Coolgardie is,
without exception, the driest part of
the Coolgardie goldfields. At Kalgoorlie
they have the benefit of a lake, and a
fairly good subterraneous supply—very
much larger than is to be obtained at
Coolgardie. At Kanowna and Black Flag,
and several other places in my own dis-
trict, the water supply is even larger than
it is at Kalgoorlie.  Coolgardie has
always suffered from the lack of water;
and that drawback has prevented the
erection of such large quantities of
machivery as have been erected in other
arts of the fields with comparatively
Ett.le difficulty.  The Murchison, for
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example, has been able to pet a good
supply of water, and a very large quan-
tity of machinery has been erected there
as a consequence, nearly double the quan-
tity which has been put up at Coolgardie.
So that it is not surprising, considering
the lack of machinery, that such a large
goldfield should have yielded, compara-
tively speaking, so little gold as it has
done, when we see that Coolgardie is, at
the present time, drier than it has ever
been known before, so far as regards the
water required for the working of the
mines. It is not so dry, certainly, from
a domestic point of view, as it has been
in the past; because we know a little
more about the country, and there are
many more condensers. But, taking into
consideration the work done, and the con-
densers erected, and the general progress
of civilisation, it is fair to say that Cool-
gardie now is drier than ever it was; yet,
n gpite of that fact, we have Kalgoorlie
in even a worse condition. I have it on
the authority of the local press that, at
the present moment, water is being
brought up by train from Coolgardie to
Kalgoorlie, and that is a very bad state
of affairs indeed.

Me. Moran: That is not true, except
for railway purposes.

Mer. VOSPER: Well, I take the report
from the local papers; and if it be troe,
it is a very serious state of affairs indeed.
When I look at such places as Kanowna
and Black Flag—long recognised as the
very wettest places on the fields, and which
are now in a very dry state, so that the
inhabitants are beginning to suffer for
want of water--these instances are enough
to cause any reflecting man to think a
great deal. We all know, also, that dur-
ing the month of September we had a
very large output of gold. The various
returns were more or less disputed;
but the crushing returns, I think it
will be agreed, were larger than they
have ever been during any previous
month. Now, during the first three weeks
of the present month, as far as I have
been able to discover, the output has
been only some 43,0000z. It does not
approach the September yield in any
degree; and I may say this falling off is
largely due to the want of water on the
goldfields. Had a sufficient water supply
been available, I feel sure the October
output would have been greater than that
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for September, and that the output for
the next month of November would be
greater still, also that, month after month,
the yield would continue to increase;
whereas noew, from my knowledge of the
gold output of the colony—and there is
no man in this House who takes more
interest in our goldfields statistics than I
do—the prospects are that during the
present. summer the gold ontput will be
affected considerably by the want of water
at many mnes. It will be seen, there-
fore, that the increase which occurred
during the last summer is not likely to be
meintained. Everyone knows that the
prosperity of the colony and the con-
fidence of people interested in our mines
depend, in their turn, upon the amount of
gold we can crush and export. Therefore,
anything which has a tendency to
diminish the gold returns is calculated to
work serious evil to the colony; and the
want of water is, at the present tie,
bringing about a diminution of the gold
reburns. A man would bLe absolutely
foolish if he did not give some consider-
ation to this fact. I have listened with
attention to the speech of the Com-
missioner of Railways. I have had the
pleasure, when in his office on different
oceasions, of seeing the map, on which I
presurne the map shortly to be presented
to this House will be based, and I was
impressed by the large amount of work
done by the Government in connection
with water conservation on the gold-
fields. But the work of the water
supply department seems to have been
directed more towards maintaining exist-

ing centres of population and keeping -

up existing roads, than to the con-
servation of all the water which the
country is capable of producing. Take,
for instance, the great northern road from
Coolgardic to Menzies. On that road, at
Ninety-mile, and also at Forty-two mile,
there are two dams which have not been
a conspicuous success. At hoth places
there have heen such serious floods as to
occasionally stop the traffic. Some little
time ago the coach from Coolgardie was
actually washed off the road and the pas-
gengers had a narrow escape from drown-
ing. These facts would seem to indicate
that the dams are built in the wrong
places. It would be very much easier
and better to shift the centres of popula-
tion and to change the roads, than to build
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dams in places where the water cannot be
properly caught. We have an example

. of that on the road from Esperance to

Norseman, and as to the facts Iam about
to state the hon. member for Dundas will
bear me out. On that road a number of
condensers were erected and wells sunk,
but the teamsters and others engaged in
the carriage of goods soon discovered that
the true water sources were some dis-
tance to the west; thereupon the teams.
sters and others deserted the Govern-
ment, condensers and went to where the
water was.

Tue Premier: The water there was
cheaper.

Mr. VOSPER: Precisely; and now
that a large sum of money has been spent
uselessly by the department in conden-
sers on this road, we have the spec-
tacle of the trafic being diverted
some distance away. If something
had heen done in the first place to
thoroughly explore the country around,
the road could have been constructed
where the water was. That would have
saved a large expense and would have
been much better for the convenience of
the public. This is a matter worthy of
the attention of the Director of Public
Works, There will always be a con-
siderable difference of opinion in regard
to the rainfall on the goldfields, and I
attribute this mainly to the fact that
we have not had the rainfall recorded 1n
zones. Everyone who knows anything
about the goldfields knows that it is pos-
sible to distinguish between country
usually arid and country which possesses
a fair rainfall. This can easily be ob-
served by noting the condition of the
vegetation. There is not yet suflicient
trouble taken by the Government to
thoroughly survey the fields in relation
to water-bearing resources. 1f that were
done, it would be possible to find, not
only good sites for dams, but also the
areas of country in which the rainfall is
larger than ie the case where the post
offices are located.

Mr. Moran: Those places might be
away from the centres of population.

Mg. VOSPER : That is true; hut once
establish a spot where water can be ob-
tained cheaply and easily, and depend
upon it the people will to a great extent
naturally gravitate to that direction. As
T have said, it is easier to shift small
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populations than to shift watersheds. I
have already wrged on the Government
the necessity of ascertaining something
about the condition of the lakes. I do not
altogether agree with the member for
East Coolgardie when he utterly and un-
reservedly condemns the lake formations
of the colony. On the contrary, these
lakes are grea.t natural dams, :mcl any-
one who has once seen them full of
water must incline to that opinion. One
of the objections to the lakes is that,
for the most part, you come to the
bed-rock at a very short distance helow
the surface level. That may be cor-
reck in wmany cases; but geologists
notice that the lakes which are shallow
are always those in which the strata are
almost vertical.  "That is specially the
case in the hmnediate vicinity of Xal-
goorlie, Coolgardie, and Lake Lefroy. But
there are other lakes in which the strata
are not vertical, but conform to the sur-
face level. Where that 1s the case,
it is found that you can go down 30
feet or 40 feet without striking boftom,
and that when you do strike the bottom
it often consists of cement or some other
conglomerate, which is most probably a
false and not a true bottom. That shows
there are some of the lakes which might
be turned to account for making deep

dams into which the water could be
drained. [Mr. Moran : They are
all salt.] That is admitted; but it will

also be admitted that very often, within
six months after rain has fallen, the water
remains f:esh or is only very slightly
salt. It is only by digging below the
bottom of the lake that you strike the
salt.

A MemsEr: But there is evaporation
to contend with.

Mr. VOSPER: No doubi there is
evaporation, and by that means the water
gets salter and salter. But you can find
lakes now where there has been no rainfall
for eighteen mouths and where the water
is still fresh. I myself saw onc near
Kanowna during my recent visit. I
saw two square miles of water which was
perfectly fresh, although I do not suppose
there is a quarter of that water there now.

Mg. Moran: That is all salt water
there now.
Mz. VOSPER: That may be; but

still there remains the fact that eighteen
months after rainfall the water was comn-
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paratively fresh. I donotask the Govern-
ment to go to any great expense in this
matter, but they ought to investigate
the water resources of the colony. The
hon. member for Albany (Mr. Leake) has
said a great deal about pnvate enterprise.
I think the lakes present a very fair field
for private enterprise. If the Govern-
ment do not choose to undertake the
work, they might offer facilities to others
to do it for them, and I say that private
enterprise might be turned to very good
account in this way. There is sometimes
room enough in a big lake for half-a-
dozen vompanies to eperate. There ave
two companies operating at Bulong, onc
at Menzies. and alsc oneat the Kalgoorlie
lake.

Tue Premier: We never objected to
them.

Me. VOSPER: I was informed to-day,
by a gentleman who occupies a position
in another place, that he had made appli-
cation for a concession on alake, and that
it- had been refused.

T'ne Premier: I know we have given
concessions, with which nothing has been
done.

Mr. VOSPER: The grievance at the
Norseinan and elsewhere is that a sufli-
cient area is not given as a water right
to a company, and that it does not pay
the companies to go to any great expense.
It that be true, it might very well he
remedied. It is possible to give a large
area Lo a company and yet leave room for
other companies to operate, and, where
more than one company can operate, the
benefits of competition amehorate any
evil conditions which may arise out of
the private enterprise. TFor my own
part, I would be most strongly op-
posed to the Government handing over
such o gigantic work as the Coolgardie
water scheme to a private company. Of
all things else, that is a great evil to
be avoided. It is absolutely necessary
that if such a work is to be carried out at
all it should e retained iu the hands of
the people of the country. I cannot
conceive i 1hore oppressive monopoly than
that which would be set on foot, were such
a work handed over to a private syndi-
cate. That sort of thing has been tried
repeatedly in various parts of the world,
and it has invariably Deen found that
regulations framed to keep big companies
in order are useless. The result fre.
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quently is that, by corrupt and other
neans, the companies have atlast governed
the Government, instead of the Govern-
ment governing the companies. Thatisa
bad state of things for any country. It
is perfectly true that in the event of this
scheme being carried out by the Govern-
ment, there 18 a danger of hon. members
making use of their seats and position in
Parlinment for the purpose of reducing
the rates charged for water. But on the
other hand, if the work were in the hands
of a private company, what would we
get 7 We might get as low a rate as was
compatible with fair profit, but the
compauny could easily, by various manipu-
lations, and by inconveniencing the public,
bring such pressure to bear ou the Parlia-
ment, that the Government, in order to
relieve themselves of the continual strain,
wight consent to the rates being raised.
Once have a monopoly of the kind estab-
lished, and the possessors of that monopoly
are in a position to charge whatrates they
please. It is no use for hon. members to
talk here about the various failures which
lhave attended public enterprise in various
parts of Australia. We have, no doubt,
had log-rolling rilways in the Eastern
colonies, and very bad things done under
political influence; but the worst job
ever perpetrated in any Australian colony,
or carried out by an Australian Govern-
ment, would be no parallel to the misery
and oppression which have arisen out of
the development of some private enter-
prises in America, for instance. No
doubt we have railways where there should
be no raillways, and water schemes where
there should be no water schemes, but
we have not such a concern as, say, the
Standard Oil Trust. This country has
never yet produced a Jay Gould, orany of
those infamous crimes committed in the
name of commerce which are the disgrace
of America, and have reduced that country
from a free republic to an oligarchy
which is in dunger of being upset by one
of the most bloodthirsty revolutions the
world has ever seen. It will only require
a little consideration on the part of hon.
members to see that any suggestion to
hand over to private enterprise a great
public work of this character is un-
patrictic. I, for my part, would never
give support to anything of the sort. I
believe that of all the damuable inventions

ever devised for the upsetting of free in- |
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stitutionsand the destruetion of freestates,
this so-called private enterprise in regard
to national works is one of the very worst.
T may possibly be acensed of inconsistency
when I say that private enterprise should
be allowed to undertake work on the lakes,
and yet should not be allowed to contrel
the haulage of water from the coast to
the goldfields. To remove misapprehension
on that point I will say that in the lakes
competition is possible, and, more than
that, probable. At Bulong, for example,
we already have two companies on the
one lake, doing the same kind of work.
The competition is of such a character as
to prevent either of the companies doing
very much damage to the people.

Mr. Moraw: Let us have two pipes
from the coast.

Mr. VOSPER: I think thatif you got
one big company established for the
purpose of pumping the water from the
coast, it would put an end to any further
enterprige in that direction.

Tae PREMIER: A company would
require a very hig monopoly befure they
would undertake the work.

Myr. VOSPER: Even if there were
such monopoly and a man wished to
invest his money in such an enterprisc
as pumping water from the coast to the
goldfields, he would find it better to make
a “corner " in shares of the going concern
than tostart a second scheme in opposition.
That sort of thing has been tried before,
and has been carried out successfully. 1
have already pointed out the distinction
between private enterprise and Govern-
ment work. To summarise my position
on this matter, I will lriefly say, as a
representative of the goldfields, I find
myself totally unable to offer any opposi-
tion to the Government scheme; conse-
quently my voice will not be heard again
in this House in opposition to it. While
I say that I recognise to the fullest ex-
tent all the reasons that have been wged
against it: I recognise the dangers to
which the hon. the leader of the Opposition
has alluded. These will have to be care-
fully guarded against, and whatever
Government is in power when the scheme
is completed—I do not think there is
much doubt what Government will be
in power—it will be their duty to sur-
round the work with as many safeguards
as they can devise to make it an economic
success. There are two dangers to guard
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against—the danger of the scheme being
an economic failure, and the still greater
danger that our mines may not be suc-
cesstul.  The output of gold is very
large, but our dividend list is very small,
and, until we can increase that list, our
gold output is not of very much use to
us. The tendency of the Government
scheme will be to very largely increase
the dividend list. Let us choose the lesser
of two evils, and that is the construction
of the work as proposed by the Govern-
ment. I need not detain the House any
longer. I regret that I am not able to
see eve to eye with the hon. member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth). I
recognise that the people in his district
want water also, and that the hardships
they are undergoing will probably lead
them to view the Coolgardie water scheme
in & more favourable light, and I may
gay that, whenever any scheme is brought
forward to treat the Murchison people as
well as the Government propose to treat
the Coolgardie people, it will have as
hearty a support from me as I am now
giving to the Government scheme.

Me. KENNY (North Murchison) :
When I first heard of the Coolgardie
water scheme, I considered it one of the
wildest that it was possible for a
Goverument to conceive. It is true
that it had the approval of a Govern-
ment geologist from the other side;
but, for my own part, I quite hold
with the general view of the digger, that
few people can see what is beyond the
pick. My idea was that the Governient
should exhaust every other means of pro-
curing water, before they commitied the
colony to such a heavy expenditure as
they proposed. But what have we before
us to-night?  'We have proved here that
the Government have about completed a
bore more than half a mile into the
bowels of the earth, without having
touched the desired flaid. We also find
that large sums of monev have been
expended in conserving water, and tanks
have been coustructed costing thousands
of pounds, and in fact every possible
means have been undertaken in order to
secure a fair supply of water to the Cool.
gardie fields; but we have also in
evidence before us that all these schemes
have not been as successful as we would
like ; and, worse than all, it is now in
evidence before us that the various mines
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find that they have got through the
water strata and that the supplies they
were looking to recently, with which to
carry on their work, are nearly exhausted.
I say that this is a very serious state of
things, and one which reguires serious
consideration at cur hands. In short, it
has resolved itself to this: it is proved
beyond doubt that there is no alternative
now but for the country to accept the
scheme brought forward by the Govern-
ment. Of course something is to be said
in regard to private enterprise. What
has been our experience in regard to
private enterprise ¥ I think we must all
admit it has not been a very happy one.
We have one or two very unpleasant
remembrances of private enterprise in
Western Australia. When in Victoria
the other day, T wmet some contractors
representing Chaffey Bros.' Irrigation
Works, who were bhaving an inter-
view with the Minister there, and
endeavouring to procure assistance from
the Goverument towards a work which,
according to the papers a few vears ago,
was going to be the salvation of that part
of Vietoria. We cannot help allowing
this sort of thing to weigh with us in our
estimate of the value of private enterprise.
‘Western Australia, I think, produces some
pretiy plain speakers possessed of strong
socialistic tendencies, and I must honestly
confess to a certain amownt of suspicion
of private enterprise undertaking a work
that the Government can carry out.
I think it would be quite possible for the
Government to devise means of carrying
the scheme through that would free us
entirely from the dangers that have been
alluded to hy the hon. member for Albany.
I think that the Government should hand
the scheme over to an independent board.
We should then have very little to fear
from anything in the way of political
influence affecting the proper carrying out
of the scheme. 1 may state that the con-
clusions I have expressed to-night have
not been come to hurriedly. I have
thought over them. I have read every
line by the Engineer-in-Chief dealing with
this matter. I have gathered information
from every quarter. I have conversed
with every member of the eastern goldfields,
and I feel that my duty to-night is very
clear, and that is to do what I can to
support a scheme that will afford relief
to the eastern goldfields. Tam quite sure
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of one thing, and that is that I am only
doing my duty, and that I will be support-
ed hy every wielder of the pick and shovel
on the North Murchison when I vote to
accord relief to our fellow workers on the
eastern goldfields.

Me. MORGANS (Coolgardie): I desire
to record the satisfaction I have felt upon
hearing the explanation of my friend the
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Illingworth), in reference to the position
he formerly took up in vegard to the
water scheme, and also with refel ence to
therailways to the goldfields. Tam hound
to confess that the impression I have had
for a long time in reference to that lion.
member’s position with regard to the water
schemewas somewhat different. However,
he has been good enough to tell us to-day
that he is quite in accord with this scheme,
or rather that he is guite in accord with
the principle that the people of the
goldfields should be supplied with water
which they so much need: That Dbeing
the case, I cannot say we have much to
quarrel with, and I cannot say there is
much difference between ourselves and the
wember for Central Murchison. The
hon. member pointed out that time is of
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THe PreEMiEr: Five thousand pounds,
he says.

Mn MORGANS: T know hesaid that,
but it could not be made for £25000 to
hold the amount of water he sail, nor for
£40,000. There is another poiut in con-
nection with this matter that has been
overlooked to some extent by all of us,
and that is the relative cost of couserving
water on the goldficlds as compared with
the scheme of the Government. The con-
struction of dams suitable for holding a
large quantity of water, and capable of
retuining it when once the water is in,
means an extensive system of puddling
or cementing, not only the botlomsbut the
sides of the tanks also. I have been down
hundreds of shafts upon the Coolgardie,
Hannan's, and other goldfields, and I
have not seen yet, in one single instance,
any spot on those goldfields where a. dam

" could be constructed which weuld hold

great importance in this matter; but, if |

the hon. member's sugpestions were
carried into effect, the appointment of a
Royal Cowmmission such as he desires
would mean that there would e litile
chance of commencing any water scheme
for another six or eight or perhaps ten
years. DMy experience of commissions aus
a rule has been that the appointment of
one commission involves the appointment
of another, and I can see a period of
interminable difficulty and argument if
the suggestion of my hon. friend is
carried out. ‘The hon. member for Cen-
tral Murchison read to us some state-
ments from a letter by Mr. Reed with
regard to this question. I may say that
I know personally the whole district
referred to by Mr. Reed in that letter,
and I absolutely disagree with what le
Says.
po)int near Coolgardie that he speaks of
as being suitable for the construction of a
dam, I have examined it very carefully, and
I do not for a moment deny that a dam

water without puddling or cémenting. It
is a curious fact with regard to the for-
mations on the goldfields that they all
appear to be secondary formations, and it
is rare, indeed, to see a clay forma-
tion suitable for the retention of water.
Therefore 1 contend that the construction
of dams, in view of the fact that an enor-
mous expenditure would be iuvolved in
their construction, on such lines that they
would retain water, would, in the aggre-
gate, be more than double for the same
amount of water, and probably treble that
proposed to he spent by the Government
m bringing the water from the coast. 1
am not making this as a wild statement,
because I have had —irrespective of my
own observations, which I consider of
some value—the opinion of the best
hydraulic engineers on this question. It
is not necessary to go into details, but T
may say that one gentlemen who has

" occupied a high position—I believe a

With regard to the particular

can be made at that particular point; but |
I am perfectly certain that you could not

makea dam to hold water without spend-
ing a lot of money to make it water-tight.

position of confidence—in this country,
a hydraulic engineer, Mr. Jobson was
interested with a well-known gentleman,
Mr. Samuel Wilson, in propounding a
scheme for supplying the goldfields with
water. The Premier knows all about
this scheme, and he has looked into the
details and has come to the conclusion, as
I did, that it is not practicable. What
are the facts of the scheme proposed by
Mr. Jobson? Mr. Jobson proposed a
scheme for supplying one million gallons

: of water per day to Menzies, Coolgardie,
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and Kalgoorlie.
of his scheme to these three places.
so happened that the papers in connec-
tion with this matter were brought under
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my notice, and at the same time a Mr. |

Faithful Begy was in this colony. Like
all sensible men on visiting the gold-
fields, Mr. Begg saw the necessity of some
supply of water for the fields, and he was
struck Ly the scheme of Mr. Wilson. The
result was that a committee was formed in
Coolgardie, of which Mr. Faithful Begg
was i member, and the details of the
scheme were laid before the committee,
I had the honour of being chairman of
that committee, and took a great deal of
interest in it, becaunse I felt the question

was one of vital importance to the gold. !

fields, and 1 thought that if nothing

better resulted, we should get some
valuable information in reference to it.
We had two meetings. On the first
occasion I pointed out. that the supply of
one million gallons per day was too small
a quantity, and it was not good enough
to attempt a scheme for the supply of
such a small quantity. In consequence
of this, Mr. Jobson was invited Dy the
committee to re-model his estimates and
give a further report, and state what
would be the cost of supplying Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie, and DMenzies with
millions of gallons of water per day—-
being an enlargement of his original
scheme. Mr. Jobson was good enough
to carry out the work, and he presented
to the committee in Coolgardie the result
of his investiyations, and it resulted in
this, that Mr. Johson informed us that it
was possible to supply, he believed from
the northern goldfields, three millions of
gallons of water per day. In the first
place he was prepared to construct a dam
to hold two thousand million gallons of
water. This is not o small dam by any
meang, and in addition to that, knowing
the uncertainty of the water supply on
the yoldfields, and doubting the regularity
of the ruinfali, he went further and
decided to sink wells on this very spot, as
he believed a certain amount of under-
ground water could be found also.
resalt of all this was, that Mr. Jobson
stated that the conservution of three
millions of gallons of water per day,
including the price of the pumping
machinery and the distribution of that
water to Coolgardie, Menzies, and Kal-

three -
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goorlie, would amount to a sum of three
million pounds sterling. I fook these
figures as the figwes of a man who
thoroughly understands his business, and
whenIcompare the figures as stated by Mr.
Johson with my own observations, and my
awn caleulations, I am prepared to state
that T cannot believe, and I amn certain that
no schene for the conservation of water
for the goldfields, for the supply of three
million gallons of water per day, can
be undertaken for less than three
millions sterling. The question of con-
serving water on the goldficlds is not the
cheapest and most economical way of
providing the fields with water. Mr.
Jobson's scheme could have been carried
out, hut if it had been, I do not think the
quality of the water would have bheen
good ; skill, it it were, it would have been
an expeusive scheme, and it would have
amounted to this, that for each million
gallons per day the cost would bhe
£1,000,000. The scheme proposed by
the Government, if their figures are
reliable, and I see no reason why they
should not be, will enable us to secure to
the goldfields a supply of water for
exactly one half the cost of any scheme
for the conservation of water on the gold-
fields. This isa strong poing, and should
be taken into consideration.  With regard
to the select committee, T hope my friend,
the hon. member for Central Murchision,
will modify his views on the matter, and
will see, m view of some of the facts
placed before him to-night, his way to
withdraw the motion, and not let the
matter yo any further.

Mz. A, ForrEgst:
that.-

Mr. MORGANS: However, that may
be, T hope he will see, in the face of all
the support this water scheme, proposed
by the Government, is receiving from the
House, his way to withdraw the motion.
Referring to the remarks of the Director
of Public Works, that gentleman made
some statement as to dams which have
come under my observation. Itis painful
for me to be obliged to assert in the House
that every dam made by the Government
on the goldfields has been a fuilure. I
do not for a moment wish, in stating ths,
to convey that the Government or their
engineers have been in any way te blame;
absolutely not. T am glad to be able to
state that my observations have shown

He means to do
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me that the work has heen faithtully and
well done. The reason why the dams are
a failure is that the rainfall is not suffi-
cient to fill them. If there had bheen a
sufficient raninfall and the Government
engineers had had at their disposal enough
clay to puddle the Jams, or sufficient
money to cement thew, these dams would
have been u success; but the Government
could not be involved in any blame,
neither can the engineers.

Twe Premier: They are all good
How.

Mzr. MORGANS: They are practically
w waste of money. T helieve at the
present tune there is uot u drop of water
in any of the dams.

Trae Premier: The next time there
is rain they will hold, I think.

Mz, MORGANS: Supposing the dams
do hold, T wish to draw the attention of
the House to another watter which merits
consideration at the hands of hon. mem-
bers—-the question of the guality of the
water. It is a known fact that the soil
on the goldfields contains a large propor-
tion of soluble salts. They are found on
overy part of the goldfields south of
Menzies. Twenty miles north of Menzies
the percentage of soluble salts iz much
less, but from Menzies down to—I won’t
say Esperance, but nearly, down as far as
Dundas—the soil contains a larger quan.
tity of soluble salts than in any other
s01l I have ever seen in any part of the
world. That means that when the rain
falls on this soil it dissolves the salts, and
they are carried into the dams. TIf the
dams collect o large quantity of water,
upon tasting, it appears to be moderately
fresh, bubt as evaporation goes on the
pare water goes and the salts are concen-
trated in the water left, and the water
becomes absolutely useless for domestic
pwrposes. If for no other reason than
this, from a sanitary point of view, from
every point of view, this is sufficient to con-
demn any system of conservation of water
on the goldfields. Referring to this point
a little further, Tmay say that an experi-
ment has been mmade by myself upon a
gallon of water. If you take 1llb. of
earth from any part of the Coolgardie
goldficlds, and place itin o gallon of water,
and allow it to remain there for twenty-
four hours, that water becomes absolutely
unfit for hiunan consumption. I do not
say that u man could not drink it. Of
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course that can be done, but only at the
expense of involving hitself in the danger
of a complication of all the diseases of
the bladder and kidneys. No sensible
man would ever think of drinking it.
That being the case, I hope this fact
alone is suflicient to convey to hon. mem-
bers that the question of water conserva-
tion is not possible, practicable, or desir-
able on the goldfields of the colony. I
was going to refer to one other matter in
connection with this question, and that is
the position of the Govermment in this
water scheme. I desire to convey, on
behalf of the inhabitants of the goldfields,
my warmest thanks to the right hon.
gentleman and his Government for having
proposed this scheme, which I consider
the only practical one. But we must
always remember that the Government
have some selfish interests in the matter.
They are thinking of their own railways
on the goldfields. And they are qute
right to think about supplying the rail-
ways with water. It is of vital impor-
tance fo the profitable working of the
railways. We have been told that the
Government will expend £100,000 & year
in sopplying the railways with water.
My own ¢pinion is that, when the railway
gets to Menzics, and the traffic increases on
that line—Dbecause the northern goldfields
will make a great demand on thai railway
for the carriage of machinery—I believe
the Governmentwill finally find themselves
involved in an expenditure of £150,000
per annum for water for these rail-
ways. This payment to the Government
for water for which they are now paying
other people will, initself, mean a return
of nearly half the revenue necessary for
the payment of interest, and for a sinking
fund, upon this great outlay. From a
financial point of view, I think hon.
members will see this fact is well worthy
the consideration of the House, and that,
supposing the public should not take as
much water as is expecled—some of my
friends here seem to think they might
not —still for this reason alome the
Government would be justified in carry-
ing out this scheme, because they could
make a very large saving upon the cost
of workiug their railways. But, on the
other hand, I think there is no doubt at
all with regard to this waler being taken
by the people, for it is perfectly clear that
on a goldfield where yvou have to pay



Coolyardie Waler Scheme :

from £5 to .£7 per 1,000 gallons for water,
it is reasonable to suppose that any
Government or any company proposing
to sell that quantity of water for 3s. 6d.
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or 5s. per 1,000 gallons would have a .
* use salt water in a gold will at a shilling

large demand for it. Is it to be supposed
that any mine owner, having an oppor-
tunity of getting water at the rate of
3s. 4d. per 1,000 yullons will not take it ?
Every ton of ore the miner deals with
reguires 100 gallons of water to treat;

therefore, supposing the Government !
charge 5s. per1,000 gallons, I say thatevery

mine owner on the fields will be only too
glad to pay it, as it means to him a cost
of 6d. per 100 gallons. This quantity of
100 gallons is the greatest amount of
water lost in the treatment of each ton of
ore; and as the mine owner would lose an
amount equal to unly sixpence per ton in
the freatment of his ore, is there any mine
owner on the goldlields who would not pay
that sum toget water which is most suitable
for his purpose ? What does it mean ? It
simply means the sacrifice of one-eighth
of a pennyweight of gold per ton of ore.
I do not think it is necessary for me to

say more with regard to this water being -

taken, because the facts T have given you
will, T think, make it clear to the minds
of hon. gentlemen present that there
cannot be the slightest doubt that, when
the Government bring this stream of
water upen the goldfields, the whole of it
will be cheerfully and gladly taken, not

owners as well. What does it cost now ?
Why, they are using salt water, and in
many cases it costs half-a-crown per

only for domestic purposes, but by mine . goldfields.
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I think it is worth something, because
I have been connected with the extraction
of gold from minerals for many years—
that personally T would rather pay £1 a
thousand gallons for fresh wafer than

a thousand. 'With regard to some remarks
made by my friend the member for
West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest), I may
say that T do not agree with what he said
in reference to ruin being hrought upon
the goldfields if this water scheme were
not carried out. I agree with what the
leader of the Opposition (Mr. Leake) said
in reference to that matter, that the
statement would be likely tu couvey a
false impression to the minds of out-
siders. My own view of this question is
that the want of water upon the gold-
fields does not mean ruin to the goldfields,
because we know that we are getting a
large amount of gold now in spite of 1t;
but it does mean retarding their progress
very seriously ; and, when we lock at the
progress of the production of gold upon
these fields, and see what the effect of it
has been upon the markets at home, and
upon the confidence of the publicgenerally,
I think that all hon. members will agree
with me that every possible effort should
be made to secure such a state of things
as will adinit of the continuance of this
splendid progressive yield of goid. The
only way in which that can be assurved is
by the delivery of fresh water upon the
The member for West Kim-
berley, I wm perfectly certain, did not
mean to convey that impression to the

" minds of the public; but, at the same

1,000 gallons; but the salt water they are

using at Hannan’s, I believe, costs from
2s. 6d. to 12s. per thousand, and it is very
dense salt water at that. No man who
understands anything of the treatment of
good ores would ever contemplate for one
moment the use of salt water if he could
get fresh, because it is impossible to obtain
a proper extraction of gold where you have
water of high density with which to treat
it. I can give you the case of water from
Hampton Plains, which I believe is not
very abundant, but is at present being
used by some of the mine owners in the
Coolgardie district; and they all strongly
object to it, for the reason that it involves
a heavy loss of gold in the tailings
in consequence of its great density. I

may say, from my own experience—and | Arrow Take

time, I think the correct view to take of
that question is that we insist upon the
necessity of bringing this water to the
goldfields, not becanse we believe ruin will
come upon them if it is not sent there,
but because we bhelieve that, unless we
get that water, the progressive output of
gold will certainly cease. My friend, the
leader of the Opposition, asked if all
other sources had been investigated. I
say they have been. We have had the
experience of the Government in the
construction of dams, and I assert that
they have been a failure. With regard
to the water in the lukes, I have had some
experience of lake water, and I, too, have
had to drive a conveyance through
water several feet deep wpon Broad
the vear before last.
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But the grand point is this: which
would be the cheaper of the two schemes,
to conserve the water of these lakes or
to bring water from the coast? The facts
I have given will, T hope, show that the
plan of water couservation by means of
dams would Le altogether too expensive;
and I bope the leader of the Opposition
will be convineed by the facts that I have
placed before him in veference to this
part of the speech. T do not think it is
necessary for me to intrude myself longer
upon the House; but T would urge
upon the Government not to lose one
moment in giving effect to the decision of
the House in reference to that water
scheme. The member for Central Mur-
chison told us yesterday thut there was
a difficulty in regard to this, inasmuch as
the Grovernment had not yet been author-
ised by Parliament to do it. That will
certainly not be the difficulty now; be.
cause I am quite sure that, upon that
question, the Government will have a
very much larger majority than they
had upon the vote of want of confidence.

Mg. Inrineworth: You should leave
it to private enterprise.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mz. MORGANS: With regard to this

question of private enterprise, I do not
believe, and never have believed, in the
principle of grandmotherly government.
I Dbelieve it 1s a bad principle for the
rapid development of any cowntry, and 1
am certainly inclined to the view that if
the right hon. gentleman and his
Government could secnre an offer for the
construction of this work upon a satisfac-
tory basis, and upon lines that would
ensure its construction, and which, at the
same time, would not involve the country
in any greater expense than their own
estimate of the cost of this work comes
to, then I should be favourable—in the
face of the present difficulty of securing
money on the London market—to hand-
ing this scheme over to a company. I
know the right hon. the Premier does
not agree with that; but my view is

that the work could be carried out more -
quickly, and that it could be carried out -

probably for less money, and I think we

have a proof of that in the fact that one :

firm has already offered to carry out this
scheme for a smaller cost than the cost
estimated by the Government—I believe
for something like £300,000 less. The

right hon. gentleman last night told us that .
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50 far as the Govermment were concerned,
they could borrow money cheaper than
private capitalists. I think I must agree
with the right hon. geutleman there. I
believe the Government can do so; hut I
do not believe that the Government can
caurry out the work so economically as a
private firm could do it. However, it is
to me a matter of no importance. What
T desire is to see the scheme carried out;
and if the Government do not see their
way clear to hand over this great work to
a privafe company, even under the strictest
conditions, then I will say that in whatever
step they take they will receive my ap-
proval, and I will back them up under
any circumstances. What we require is
to have the water upon the Coolgardie
goldfield ; and what we request is that the
Governmeut should put this important
work in hand at the earliest possible
momeunt.

Mr. GREGORY : I rise to oppose the
amendment of the hon. member for Central
Murchison. I may say that I have recently
visited Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie. In a
trip I took from Esperance to Coolgardie,

! the Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie people went

to a lot of trouble to show me and other
hon. members who accompanied me the
absolute necessity for a water supply.
We were shown severnl first-class mines,
especially the Mount Burges, and we saw
several mines in that locality shut up
owing to the want of a water supply.
In Kalgoorlie I took the trouble to
get the opinion of several of the
best people there, such as the mana-
gers of the Lake View and of the
Great Boulder; and they agsured me that
their water supply was getting less day
by day; and they felt satisfied that it
was absolutely necessary that some scheme
should be adopted for the purpose of
supplying these fields with water. I was
at first opposed to this scheme, because I
thought the immense amount of 2§
millions was too great a sum to expend
on the water supply, and because 1
thought that the working expenses would
be so great, owing to the large number of
pumping stations required, that it would
be impossible to levy o rate sufficiently
heavy to pay the interest on the expenses
meurred. But what do we find? At
the present moment the people of Kal-
goorlie and Coolgardie are paying a
greater amount for the very small and
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uwnsatisfactory supply of water that they
are having at the present davy than
they will have to pay for five million
gollons a day when the scheme of
the Government comes inte operation.
That being the case, it is absolutely
necessary we should give this scheme
every support. Comment has been made
by the hon. member for Central Murchi-
son in regard to the Bendigo water scheme
in Victoria. That scheme was carried out
at inmense expense, and, although the
returns have not paid working expenses
and interest, it has proved of such national
benefit that a considerable amount has
been oxpended in enlarging it, and eon-
structing a second reservoir. I am dis-
tinctly opposed to any private enterprise
in the matter of the goldfields water
supply. In such a great scheme as this
it would be a great injury to the colony
to allow a private nonopoly. Tam very
pleased to see that the Government do
notintend—T hope they do not, anyhow
—to grant such a monopoly. I hope the
Premier will notallow any time to elapse,
but will push forward the scheme, zo that
within three years there may be a plentiful
supply of water for Coolgurdie and Kal-
goorlie. I hope also that the Premier
will remnember that Menzies is only some
80 miles further on, and should,
possible, derive some henefit from the
scheme.

Mr. MITCHELL (Murchison): I
must. confess T wn one of those who,
though a warm supporter of the Govern-
ment, have never looked on the Coolgardie
water scheme with any amount of favour
up to the present time. But having
come to Perth and met the various
members for the goldfields, and having
heard what the condition of affairs really
is, I have somewhat modified my opinion,
and Tam now prepared to vote in support
of the sgheme. I made no pledges con-
cerning the scheme, but I candidly confess
I have changed my mind. If one had not
had a mind, he could not change it. It
has been said that no other scheme has

heen tried to get, water for the goldfields.

I have a lLttle practical knowledge of
making dams in hot countries, and I know
if you make a dam, it is ten chances to one
you cannot get rain to fill it, and if yondo

fill it with rain, the hot weather takes °

the water away. Dams are virtually use-
less in many parts. I have not been to
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the fields, but I ean appreciate what has
been said as to the dryness of the conntry,
and the kind of evaporution which takes
place. The hon. member for Albany
said something about payment for the
water when the scheme had been carried
out. Knowing something about mining
people, I think they have a sense of fair-
ness abonl them, and not only that. but
they have some knowlelge and common
senge. They will certainly pay for the
water, and gladly, when it is brought to
their deors. It would be a very fatal
mistake te hand this work over to any
private company. If a French company
got the work, we should be wundated
with Freuch people. Then what would
Lecome of ouwr own labourers? Surely
we ought to give our own people a show
first. I hope the Government will not
“climb down,” and give this work over to
any private company. I do not know
whether the Government could carry out
the work any more cheaply, but I think
they could do it hetter than anyone else.
On these grounds I support the Govern-
ment in their determination not to give
the work over to any company or
mdividual. I hope the bon. member for
Central Murchison will withdraw the
motion. I believe he intends to do so,
and he might just as well do it now, so
- that we might get on with the Dhusiness
of the Honse.

Mr. WOOD (West Perth): T am
in the happy position that I have not to
apologise in any way for supporting this
Coolgardie water scheme, of which 1 have
been a most enthusiastic supporter from
its very inception. All through my last
election I supported it in the face of many
obstacles, and I intend to support it untal
T see it an accomplished fact. The mo-
tion of the hon. member for Central Mur-
chison has been a perfect godsend to the
Government. It has reopened the whole
question of the Coolgardie water scheme,
and in doing that has saved the
Government a considerable amount of
dificulty which might have possibly
arisen at a later stage. Very little has
, been heard during the debate of the pro-
|

posal to refer the matter to a select com-
mittee, but the whole guestion of the water
supply of the goldfields has been opened
- up and discussed by the new members—

I am happr to say—who had not an
l opportunity of dealing with the matter
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when it was last before Parliament. The
hon. member for Beverley during last
Parliament moved that this matter should
be referred to & select committee. That
motion I opposed and voted against, and
I am certainly not going to change my
attitude to-night.- I cannot change front
so quickly as that. The very best select
committee that could deal with this
matter has already dealt with it. I refer
to the select committee that consulted
with the Engineer-in-Chief in London.
When a committee of experts deal with
this matter, and support our Engineer-in-
Chief in almost every particular—in

fact U think they said he was vather :

over than under the estimate—I think
we can take it as a pretty fair
criterion  that the work will be a
success. The maitter of private enterprise
has been very fully dealt with. Some
hon. members may ask why the Govern.
ment, having full authority to deal with
the scheme a year ago, have not done
anything towards it. I hope it will not
be taken as presumption on my part if I
answer the question by saying that in
this matter the Government made a pro-
mise that nothing should be done unless
they were fully convinced that the whole
thing was practicable, and would not
land this country in a loss. The Govern-
ment have carried out their pledges to
the utmost, and have done everything
they possibly conld. Tt is to their cvedit,
and shows their bene fides, that they
have not involved this country in any
liability beyond a few thousand pounds.
Many a man as enthusiastic as the Pre-
mier on this question could not have held
himself back, when he had the oppor-
tunity of furthering a scheme which he
had so much at heart. It is all thamore,
therefore, to the credit of the right hon.
gentleman that no obligations have been
entered into and nothing at all has been
done without the consent and sanction,
or, at all events, without asking the ap-
proval of Parliament. I am very glad to
support the Government scheme, and to
welcome to our side those hon. members
who have given up their opposition to it.
I think it is only fair to give them every
credit for the honest change in their con-
victions. I do not think it is quite right
when a man, who has been opposed to
you, changes his mind and becomes
favourable to vou, to throw a brick at
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him. That has been done apparently by
some hon. members to-night.. I am very
sorry I was not here early enough to hear
all the speeches to-night, but I gather
that something has heen said in the
shape of a jar to those who have changed
their minds. The subject is too im-
portant to this country to lose anyone
whose support we can get. I am happy
to say that the subject has heen now
entirely divested of any party aspect.
That to my mind, as I have said betore,
and as I will say again, has kept this
scheme back more than anything else.
It is a matter of the past altogether, and
now that the scheme has been divested of
that, and we have an almost unanimous
expression of opinion in favour of the
scheme, the carrying of it out is a mere
matter of detail for the futwe. I hope
the hon. member for Central Murchison
will see fit to withdraw his motion.
There is not the slightest chance of his

‘carrying it, and I think, if he exercises

that discretion which is the better part of
valour, he will be doing very well.

Me. OATS (Yilgarn): As hon. mem-
bers are awavre, I have resided for a long
time on the goldfields. My first experi-
ence of the goldfields led me to believe
that water was to be got in sufficient
quantities, My hon. friend the member
who has just sat down may throw a brick
at me. [Mr. Woon: No, I will not.]
But T am going to give you my reason
for altering my opinion. I thought
for a long time that the goldfield we
now know so much of was going to
be a moderate goldfield, a goldfield like
that in many other parts of Australia.
I had no coanception that the field was
going to be a greater field than any
other in Australia, vet that is my con-
viction to-day. I would go back and say
that three years ago the first battery was
started in the Kalgoorlie field, and that
battery obtained its water from three
miles away at a cost of 10s. per hundred
gallons. T had my impression as to the
water resources of the country, and soon
after I took charge in that district,
I told my directors in London and
in Adelaide that I guaranteed within one
year to get sufficient water for 100 head
of stampers. That has been achieved,
and to-day there are 200 head working
about there; and there is sufficient water
in that disérict for 200 heads at the pre-
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sent tine. The field has grown, and
grown immensely, and I wani io see the
great production that is possible in that
field. I have no hesitation in saying that
with water we can work 2,000 heads n
that field, and make it the biggest gold.-
field the world has ever seen. I am
speaking now after mature consideration,
and T have no hesitation in saying that
thig can be accomplished. We know not
all the possibilities of that field. Therefore
I shall support the Government scheme.
At first in looking over the country and
seeing the great rainfall that occusionally
falls there—I have seen it come down
in sheets, not often, but occasionally—I
thought it was the duty of the Govern.
ment tosee if it could notbe made available
for the districts. If this could be doue,
it would be cheaper than pumping the
water from near Perth. This point has
not been fully gone into yet, but it is
evident to me that, with only an occasional
and not a regular rainfall, the difficulty
cannot be met in that way. The supply
of water must be constant, and therefore
I shall support the scheme recommended
by the Government.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir John
Forrest) : T do not intend to say very
much in regard to the motion noved hy
the bon. member for Central Murchison,
because the matter bas been freely dealt
witl by many other hon. members. Tam
very glad indeed to have the opportunity
of listening to the observations of the
members for the goldfields. The hon.
members for Coolgardie, East Coolgardie,
North-East Coolgardie, North Coolgardie,
Murchison—T think I may say every
hon. member on this side and on the
other side of the House representing the

goldfields, including the hou. mem-
ber for NWorth BWMurchison and others,
have spoken on this question. I

could not but be struck with the difference
between the manner in which these hon.
members dealt with this question, and
that in which the hon. leader of the
Opposition dealt with it. One could not
fail to be struck with the great earnest-
ness displayed in their speeches by the
goldfields members. That was of course
very satisfactory to me, as I am sure it
must be to all hon. members who sup-
ported this great scheme years ago. It
seems that the support to the scheme has
grown considerably during the year that
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has intervened. Now with regard to the
motion propesed by the hon. member
for Central Murchison, it seemns to me
that it is not a genuine motion. It is
too general in its terms to be genuine.
To ask this House to appoint a select
committee to sit during the next couple
of months, and examine inte the whole
question of the water supply to the gold-
fields, is asking a select committee to do
what is impossible for them to do in that
time. They would be expected to carry
out their duties in a few weeks, hut [
would like to know how they could deal
with the whole question of the water
supply of the whole of the goldfields
in this colony within such a limited
time: The motion, as I said, i too
large in its terms, and that leads me to
the conclusion that the objeet the hon.
member had in view was not to have this
select committee appointed to consider the
whole question of the supply of water to
the goldfields. That guestion has heen
considered, both in this House and ont of
it, for many vears past; and the ohject
of the hon. member when he proposed
this motion, in my opinion, was to block
and delay the progress of this Coolgardie
water scheme. I have uo doubt if the
hon. member bad framed his motion
to-day, instead of a fortnight agoe, he
would not have moved it in the terns
he has employed in the present motion.
It 1s not a practical motion, It infers
that we bave never considered the ques-
tion of a water supply for the goldfields
of the colony up to the present time.
whereas we have heard from my friend
the Commissioner of Railways that last
year we spent £160,000 in conserving
water on the goldfields, and we have con-
tracts on hand at the present time amount-
ing to £180,000 more for the purpose of
conserving water on the goldfields—about
one-fifteenth of the whole amount we
require to carry out this great Coolgardie
water scheme. Therefore the hon. mem-
ber asks us to appoint a select committee
for the purpose of considering a question
which has engaged the attention of hon.
members for the last five or six years, and
on which we have spent immense sums of
money-—quite half a million. We have
conserved water, sunk hundreds of wells,
and made dozens of tanks over all the
Coolgardie goldfields, also away on the
Murchison and on the Pilbarra gold-
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fields; we have aleo a large water supply
department, having its officers on every
goldfield, with the object of attendiug to
these matters; and, in the face of all this,
the hon. member’s proposal for a select
committee to consider this question is
certainly not complimentary to the Gov-
ernment or complimentary to this House,
because it infers that we have heen doing
nothing, and that we have not considered
this subject during all these years. And
what does the hon. member suggest as an
alternative ? He suggests that we should
give up this absolutely certain scheme of
water supply for these goldfields, that we
should aliow ourselves to be carried away
from our original inteation, from the
Bill we passed last session after full de-
liheration, and that we should follow him
and Mr. David Reed in a project which
we have not only been considering—Dbut
dealing with practically for half a dozen
years—that is, the conservation of water,
The hon. member Las the audacity, I can-
not call it anything else, to tell experi-
enced men here representing the gold-
fields, and to tell the Government with
all its experienced officers, that within a
mile or two from Coolgardie Mr. Reed
knows of a place where 100 milion
gallons of water can be impounded at a
cost of £5,000. I think the hon. member
is trifling with this House when he makes
such a statement as that, and asks us to
give him any credence.

Mg. IrLinewortH: I did not make
that statement.

Tee PREMIER: You bring it for-
ward and ask us—iwany of us having
travelled over these districts, and knowing
that to build a tank at Coolgardie, for
holding one million gallons, has cost
nearly double that sum—you ask ns to
accept that statement; telling us, in
effect, that we have been so short-sighted.
80 incompetent, as to allow a site so near
to Coolgardie to remain unutilised. To
tell us that the rainfall could be conserved
to the extent of 100 millions of gallons,
at a cost of £5,000, is a most andacious
statement, and one which should not have
been made unless the hon. member had
something to support it. We know some-
thing about conservation of water on
goldfields ; we have had a long experience
of it; and what is the result? I am not
going to say that conservation is not good,
and that it should not be continued, be-
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cause when rain does fall in that dry
country it is desirable the water should
be conserved as far as possible; but, after
all our expenditure for this purpose on
the Coolgardie goldfields, not one of the
tanks we have built has any water in it at
present—not because they will not hold
water, for some of them have held water,
and I believe that at present they are in
a condition to hold water—but it is
becanse of the uncertainty of the rainfall.
Even when these tanks are full, in a wet
season, we all know the source of supply
is not very pure; and unless we have
these tanks on granite rocks, as we fortu-
nately have on the railway line to Cool-
gardie, the source of supply is not as good
or as pure as we should desire, and not
such as we should depend upon as a per-
manent supply for the goldfields pepula-
tion. The hon. member seemed to think
I had in some way wmisrepresented him
by stating, the other evening, that he had
supported the construction of the railway
toe Coolgardie, and also the railway to
Cue, by private enterprise or by com-
panies, as opposed to the Government
method of constructing these railways.
Tf T have misrepresented the hon. member,
I apologise for it; but T think the member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A, Forrest) has
proved that clearly, by the quotations he
made from Hansard.

M=. lnimewortH: I never said it

ras wrong. 'That is all right.

Toue PREMIER: Very well The
hon. member told us he thought those
railways were necessary, and ought to be
carried out without a single pound of
expense to the CGlovernment, and he
carrvied out, if possible, by private enter-
prise.

Me. Irniveworrta: I said, if they
could be carried out by private enterprise,
they should he.

Tee PREMIER : He forgets, and hon.
members usually have forgotten, in deal-
ing with private enterprise, that the
people of the country have to pay just
the same, whether the work is carmed
out by private enterprise or by the
Government ; ouly that the people have
to pay a good deal more, when the
work is done by private enterprise. A
private company cannot build a railway
or construct a great public work and
carTy it on, unless the work pays. As
soon as it ceases to pay, the shareholders
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will not provide any more money; and | member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.

somebody else, perhaps some other com-
pany, comes in upon the ruins, as it were,
and carries on the work with a lesser
capital.
countries where private enterprise of this
description is in force. The people have
to pay—we can never get away from that,
in either case; because, if the work is not
reproductive, & private company cannot
go on with it. Such, however, is not
always the case with the Governmeut,
who have sources of revenue which are
not open to a private company ; therefore
the Government can carry out a work,
even if it does not pay, so long as Par-
liament is willing that the country shalt
bear the Ioss. The hon. member also com-
plained that I had said the other evening
that he would not give a drink of water
to the people of the Coolgardie goldfields.
1 do not think I said that. I did not
intend to convey that the hon. member
has not a large heart, and also a strong
good feeling for his fellow men; but
what I said was that, while he was so
anxious, he and those with him, that the
food duties should be reduced a little so
as to save the people on the Coolgardie
goldfields a farthing on a loaf of bread
and a balfpenny a pound on beef, he was
not willing to assist the Government to
relieve them of an impost amounting to
£20 a year per man, so as to give them
good fresh water for their use and
comfort. The hon. member wants to
turn that against me, by making me say
that he had stated he would not give
them a drink of fresh water. I said he
was anxious to give them this small
reduction in the food duties, whereas he
was unwilling to do for them the great
good which the Government were anxious
to do. T am, however, glad of one thing.
I think the hon. member deserves the
thanks of this House for his action, be-
cause he did not try to sail under
false colowrs.
this scheme; and, when an hon. member
believes that any scheme is not a good
one, and tells us that he is absolutely
against it, then we know exactly where
he is standing, and how to deal with him.
I should also Like to pay what is, in my
opinion, a well-deserved compliment to
the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans),
to my friend the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran), and also to the hon.

That is the experience of all

He said he was against .

Vosper), for what I think were their
excellent speeches and their moderate
utterances on this question. There was
a degree of earnestness about them, even
in instances where they have changed
their minds, which deserves favourable
consideration from hon. members of this
House. I agree with the member for
West Perth (Mr. Wood) that, when a
member has occasion to change his mind
and has come over to our way of thinkiny,
it is not a good time to twit him with his
change of front. T am not sure thatT do
not do that sometimes myself, because, in
the heat of coutroversy, one says things
which perhaps one would not do if he
had time to consider the matter. T think
that, when a man changes his mind and
says 50 in public—is convinced, in fact, that
he has been on the wrong track hitherto—

it is not an easy or a pleasant con-
fession for him to make; and it should
not lie in the mouths of those on whose
side he has come to say anything of him
that will make the case more painful to
him than it must naturally be already. T
am sorry, however, that I cannot compli-
ment in the satne degree the hon. member
for Albany. He certainly does not seem
to have changed his spots Lo any extent.
He still seems to have as great a regard
for private enterprise as he had in 1894
[Mr. LEakE : Hear, hear], and demaunds
that this great national work shall be
handed over to private individuals. AsI
have just said, he forgets that, unless it
is to be handed over to private in-
dividuals on a basis that will pay them,
nothing but disaster can result, for no
private individuals can go on losing money
for the benefit of the people of this colony.
If private individuals undertake an enter-
prise, they raust malke it pay ; and for us
to hand over a work to a private in-
dividual which we think would not pay
him, would not, I am sure, be in the
interest of this colony ; because the desire

* of all good colonists should be that people
. who invest capital in this country in any

{

industry or work, of whatever deseription
it may be, should do well cut of the en-
terprise, and make money by it. [Mr.
Leaxe: Hear, hear.} Unless that course
is pursued, nothing but disaster can result.

Mr. Morcans: But you do not apply
that principle to the working of your
mines in the colony.
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Tae PREMIER: My great desire is
that everyone who comes here to seek his
fortune in gold-mining, as I told the
people of London, should be enabled to
do well in this country, because, as I then
said, he would be a walking advertisement
in our favour wherever he went, as he
would speak well of the country which
had treated him well On the other
hand, if people lose their money here, if
disaster comes upon them in any enter-
prise undertaken in this colony, it is the
worst thing that could happen to this
country.

Mgz. Leagg: Then we must not en-
courage private enterprise, in case it
should be unsuccessful ?

Tre PREMIER: No; I do not say
that, but I say we might do that if it
were on i busis that would pay. This
scheme will pay; but that is not a reason
why we should hand it over to private
enterprise.  This project has been de-
signed by the Government and hy its
advisers on a basis that will pay; and,
although I am quite prepared to admit
that the member for Albany ay be
quite right in saying that the carrying
out of this project may interfere with
other public works being carried out in
this colony from loan funds, and that it
will, to some extent at any rate, divert the
borrowing capacity of the colony to this
object, still T would ask everyone whether
the promotion and development of the
Coolgardie goldfields is net worth it
We are never tired of saying how much
we owe to the pgoldiields of the colony.
We know very well that, to a very large
extent—1I do not say to the whole extent,
because, as I powmted out the other
evening, the large amount of money that
has been borrowed by the colony during
the last few years has also had its influ-
ence in the same manner as the prosperity
of the goldfields—I say the great factor
in promoting the prosperity of this
colony, the factor that has built up Perth
and Fremantle and made the country
altogether different from what it used to
be, 15 the gold mining industry ; and the
goldfields of the Eastern districts, kuown
as the Coolgardie goldfields, have had the
largest share in doing this. Then surely,
if that is admitted, and if we desire that
this prosperity shall continue, it ig our
duty to see that every possible ineans are
provided in order to develop and carry on
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this great industry. My great objection
to private enterprise 1 have stated over
and over again; but as the question of
private enterprise has come up in this
debate, I will state it onee more, though
there are many other objections that may
be brought against it. It is that, after
the work has been completed, the rates
to be charged, and the management of
the business, and everything connected
with it will be taken out of the con-
trol of the Government of the country,
and out of the control of Parliament.
But one of the great objections I have to
handing over this work to private enter-
prise is that I know very well it will be
difticult for a private company to raise in
London, or in any other market, a sum of
two and a half milligns with which to
curry out this work. A company would
have to pay very dearly for the money—
much more dearly than the Government
would have to pay. Then again, a com-
pany would never think of raising the
whole of the money at the beginning, but
would raise only some portion in order to
start the works. If hard times came, or
difficulties arose, which would be very
likely before the work was completed, the
Government would be * between the devil
and the deep sea.” We would be in
pretty much the same position as we were
in relation to the Midland railway. All
the company would have to say to us
would be, “We cannot go on with
the work, and you must come and
help.” They would come to Parlia-
ment, and the Government would either
have to cancel the confract or buy
the company out. Thus there might
arise a very troublesome, dangercus, and
altogether undesirable state of affairs.
That is the experience of the Government,
and experience, as someone has said, is
what we have to rely upon. The sun: of
two and a half millions may not seem a
very large amount to borrow, but it is a
sum by no means easy for a syndicate to
raise in the market. It would take at
least twelve months for a syndicate to
raise such a sum. Those in charge of
the project would have to go to London,
interview financiers and give many con-
cessions. They would have to pay con-
giderable sums of money to those who
helped them, because in such a matter as
this peeple will not look at you without
payment, All these difficulties do not
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exist in regard to the Government, who
have this whole territory under their con-
trol and the finances of the colony at their
back. The Government have their agents
in London and everything ready. We
are in touch with the London money
market, and are in a position to deal with
the matter when a favourable opportunity
presents itself. We are also in such 2
Pposition that, when once the work is com.-
menced, it will certainly be cowpleted.
That is more than can be said for any
private company. In this country there
have bheen plenty of persons who have
professed themselves ready and able to
build railways and carry out other public
works, but those works have not been
completed. There is not one single syndi-
cate I have bad anything to do with that
has been entirely satisfuctory. That
being so, I am altogether averse to haund-
ing over great public works to private
enterprise. Then, we have to consider
what will be the state of affairs if the
work were completed by a private com-
pany. It is preposterous to think that
the Grovernment should have no control
over the prices to be charged for the
water. Some hon, members have said
that the people of Coolgardie will not pay
for the water. I do not believe thut. I
believe the people of Coolgardie will pay
for the water just as do the people of
Perth, and as they pay their railway fares.
Tt is absurd to say they will not do so.
If they do not pay, then they will not get
any water. As to the management of
the water works, that will remain with
this House of Parliament, which will
have complete control of it. Parliament
can place the scheme under a board or a
manager, or any other form of control
they like, and they can deal with that
control from time to time. We retain
complete control over the management
whenever a change may be deemed
neeessary. It would be absurd for this
Government to bind themselves by
comtract to a private company for a
period of 50 or 60 years, to conditions which
might be altogether unsuitable for cir-
cumstances which subsequently arose.
Any idea of handing such a work overtoa
private company will never receive any
support from me. It is said that political
interests may interfere in the Grovern-
ment control of this water supply busi-
ness. Why should not political interests
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interfere with this scheme in the same
way as they interfere with everything else
we have to do with? What we want is
for this Parliament to be supreme. The
member for Coolgardie or the member
for Kalgoorlie might want certain things
to be doue, but there iz no reason why
these things should be done. Surely we
shall not despair of the wisdom of Par-
liament. There is political interference
with the lives and liberties of the people
every time we sit in this House, and why
should there not be political nterference
with the Coolgardie water supply, if that
interference be in the public interest? I
am at one with hon. members who regret
the necussity for carrying out this great
work. Tt would have beem very much
better for us if the Coolgardie goldfields
had running streams ; but after all, if we
have to regret the necessity for this great
expenditure, we must rejoice that the
country is worthy of the expenditure.

"When we hear to-night from one hon.

member that there is a piece of ground,
which a few years ago was not worth a
single penny, but which is now valued at
two and a half millions, surely there is
room for congratulation that we have such
riches in our territory. We have this
great auriferous belt, and the scheme to
supply the people on the goldfields with
water is a worthy project, even though it
cost two and a half millions. If we had
not had this great wealth within our
territory worth millions and millions of
pounds, it would not have been necessary
to expend two and a half millions on the
water scheme. But which is the better
for us? Is it not better for us to
have all these riches only waiting
to be taken out of the earth, and to
spend two and a half millions on a water
supply, than to have the country the arid
wilderness which it was a few years ago?
Although T regret the expenditure, still T
regard 1t as a matter for congratulation
thatwe have such a rich territory deserving
of the expenditure. There is no doubt that
this water scheme is a- great work, which
casts much respounsibility on the members
of the Government and on Parliament.
But we must not exaggerate the cost of
the work. The hon. member who intro-
duced the motion, if he did not tell us
to-night, told us at some other time, that
the scheme would cost five millions. But
that figure is not correct. We now know
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that the scheme will cost under two and a
half millions. This is no uncertain project,
but a project which will give a reliable
and pure supply of water to the goldfields.
I think there is a great responsibility
upon us, but we must not exaguerate it.
The sum required for the scheme does
not amount, after all, to a year’s revenue
at the present time. And if it had not
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been for the gold discoveries which neces- |

sifate this expeanditure, what would have
heen our revenue to-day ? Probably half
a million instead of nearly three millions.
We cannot expect to have all the sweets
and no disadvantages. We must take
the sweets with that which is not sweet,
and we should congratulate ourselves that
we have a territory which is not ouly
worth constructing railways to—railways
that are self-supporting and do not cost
the country a penny—but which iz worth
giving a supply of good fresh water to.
Nor will this water supply place an extra
burden on the people. After all, spealk-
ing for a moment to those who live in
the older parts of the colony, where do
they look for prosperity and for their
markets ?  Why, to the Coolgardie and
other goldfields. Where do people in
Perth and Fremantle look to for the build-
ing up of their cities and the increase of
their business? Is it to those who are
here, or to those who are developing the
auriferous deposits of the colony ? That
being so, what reason is there for anvbody
to complain? Is there any injustice
about it ? Is it unjust that a part of the
country which has done so much good,
which has given us so much prosperity,
should also place obligations and respon-
gibilities on us? You cannot have great
riches or wealth without having some-
thing to counterbalance them. T am very
glad indeed to find the feeling in the
House at the present time is so favour-
able to the Government scheme. It
seems to me that I may say to myself,
this House is practically unanimous that
no time should be lost in carrying
out this great work. T would ask hon.
members who formerly supported the
scheme, not to go hack from the views and
ideas they held twelve months ago. It
was harder then to come to the conclusion
that this work was bpecessary than it is
now. In that httle space of time the
colony has increased both in population
and in revenue, and everything else has

" the House.
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increased ; therefore, if we were able to
make up our minds then, when we were
not nearly so well off, that this project was
a desirable one and should be carried out,
surely we ought to be able to make up
our minds to supportit now. Idonotask
the hon. wmember for Central Mur-
chison to withdraw his motion. He will
I am willing
to give the hon. member credit for the
best of ntentions at all times; but at the
same time I cannot help thinking—and I
do not wish to say it in any unfriendly
spirit—that atthe bottom of this motion
there is a desire to retard and delay the
carrying out of this great work. He has
confessed that he is not in aceord
with it. He promised to give us an
alternative scheme, but he absolutely
failed to convince a single member in
the House; and, seeing that he has
taken up this matter and placed it
before the House and the country, T think
it is his duty not to withdraw his metion,
but to go to a division upen if, because
if he states that the work is not necessary
or not advisable in the interests of the
country and in the interests of his con-
stituents, T want a division s0 as to obtain
the view of the House on the matter. If
the hon. member will promise to go to a
division, I am willing that the debate
should be adjourned. We shall have a
full House here to-morrow, and if a
division is taken then, the Govermment
will learn who are with them and who are
against them on this question, and
whether there is a majority or not in
favour of going on with the work. For
my own part, anxious as I am to proceed
with this work, I am ounly in the hands of
I must bow to the decision
arrived at, but I believe that the wisdom
and the patriotism of the House will be
sufficient to show that, in a House
of 44 members, the member for Central
Murchison almost stands alone in
opposing the scheme. If that is the case,
a division will strengthen our hands, and

" we will go'on with the scheme as fast

as we can. If there is an equal division,
which I do not anticipate, and a delay
ensues in the carrying out of the work,
it will be the fault of those whe
are endeavouring to retard this greab
project. I thank hon. members for
listening to me in the way they have. I
am pleased indeed to have had the ¢ppor-
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tunily of again placing my views on this
subject before the House, and I think we
owe a debt of gratitude to those who have
s0 clearly and earnestly placed the views
of their constituents before us.

Mr. OLDHAXM (North Perth) : T move
the adjournment of the debate.

Tue PREMIER: I do not think the
hon. member should move the adjowmn-
ment. Tt should be done by the leader
of the Opposition, if at all, and T object to
an adjournment in these circumstances.

Mz, LEAKE: This is notan Opposition
motion at all. T am not in charge of the
debate.

Tae SPEAKER: 1 have to take the
motion moved by the hon. member for
North Perth, but it cun be challenged,

Tree PREMIER: Divide.

Me. OLDUAM (after a pause): I
withdraw the motion for the adjourn-
ment.

Tue SPEAKER: Do you intend to
speak to the motion ?

Mr. OLDHAM: Yes. I did not in-
tend to speak to-night en this important
question, but I am going fo take a some-
what unusual course. I am going to
support the Government, and it is needful
therefore that I should offer some
explanation. Although T am going to
support the Government, I cannot help
thinking that the Premier was not quite
correct when he stated that the leader of
the Opposition lacked earnestness in his
speech last night, and I think also he
was not particularly correct when he
accused the hon. member for Central
Murchisor of a desire to Dblock the
progress of this measure in moving his
motion. The reason that decided me to
support the Government on this particular
point was that it is necessary, as every-
one connected with the goldfields knows,
to supply them with water. The ques-
tien raised to-might is one of private
enterprise werswe (overnment control;
and I am convinced in my own mind
that the Government can supply this
water cheaper, better, and to more advan-
tage to the country than any pnvate
enterprise can do. We have had a good
deal of experience with monopolies in this
country, and it is not necessary that we
should give any more monopoly. We have
had the monopoly of the Perth Water
Supply Company, and that wasnot particu-
larly satisfactory. Wehavehad themono-
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poly of the Midland Railway and the Great
Southern Railway, these not heing satis-
factory; and we have also got the beef
monopoly, and that is not satisfactory
either. The control of these works is a
question which deserves the serious con-
sideration of the House. I am not afraid
thatthe peopleon thegoldfields will not pay
for the water when supplied; but Tam very
much afraid that some of the mine owners
will not pay if they can get out of it. I
know there is hardly any analogy hetween
a mine owner and the private users of
water in Perth and Fremantle; for you
can eompel private owners to pay, whereas
T guestion whether you can compel mine
owners to pay, if they do not want the
water. -

Mz. Moran: You can get a lien on the
mine, if they take the water.

Me. OLDHAM : I think it is necessary
that some system of control should be
adopted, apart from any politicalinfluence;
but I should object very strongly to the
control of this water supply being vested
in any board nominated by the Govern-
ment. T do not think the control of the
Perth water supply, as it is now vested in
the existing board, has proved up to the
present a great success; and I dare say
that, hefore very long, I shall be able to
place something before this House in
respect to this control which will very
much astonish hon. members. I shall
content myself now with reiterating that,
upon this question at any rate, and not
against my will, I intend to support the
Government.

Mr. SIMPSON (Geraklton): I am
sure it is a fortunate thing that this debate
should have oceurred to-night, if only for
the expression of opinion that fell from
the Premier. Speaking on this scheme,
the Premier said he did hope the time
would come, or that it had nearly come,
when he would have the whole of the
people of the colony at his back in carry-
ing out this scheme. Last year T con-
sidered it my duty, in connection with
this matter, to move in this House on the
question of the Water Supply Loan Bill

That, in the opinion of this House, the
proposal of the Government is premature, and
ought not to be sanctioned until the large
centres of population are more equitably
represented in this House.

1 did that with the object of securing the
distinct representation of the poldfelds.
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‘We have that representation now, and we
have an expression of the opinions of the
goldfields members; and I think it will
readily be conceded that the conditions on
our goldfields have altered marvellously.
I have seen our goldfields covered with
wild flowers, and at other times I have
seen them a howling wilderness, so that
vou would wonder how men could live
there; and it has been established beyond
question that, notwithstanding the huge
expenditure in conserving water, we
have not there a really trustworthy
and sound basis of supply for the
I think it is generally admitted
that there was never any objection, either
in the country or in this House, to
supplying the people of the eastern gold-
fields with water. It was only a question
of what was the most expedient method
of securing for them a cheap and good
supply. The motion of the hon. member
is for a select commiitee; but a select
committee would, in my opinion, be
nseless in this matter unless the exact
date on which they were to report to this
House were determined by Parliament;
and, to give them a sufficient time to
make their services of any value, would
mean that their report could not be laid
before this House soon enough to give us
any opportunity, during this session, of
coming to a conclusion with 1egard to this
great question. I am of opinion that we
cannot too urgently press forward a
scheme for supplying the people of the
eastern goldfields with fresh water; and
I am extremely sorry to learn that the
financial position of the (Yovernment is
such that they are compelled to delay
the project. This is very much to be re-
gretted, whether it results from extrava.
gance, or whether it is simply that the
colony has got a hint from John Bull that
it is *‘over-running the coanstable,” and
that it had better borrow in proportion
to its means of production. But I difter
from the right hon. gentleman as to what
constitutes the security of the British
money-lender. I say that our population
is the sole basis of security we have to
offer; and I never heard any financier
suggest, as a secwrity for a loan, any
other basis than that of population. This
motion of the member for Central Mur-
chison does not cowme from the Opposition
at all—I think that is distinctly under-
stood—and 1 think the Premier recognises
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the fact that there has been a great deal
of light thrown upon this question by the
discussion which has taken place. When
we realise the fact which has been so
prominently before ns during the last few
months, that the mines mn the Kalgoorlie
aistrict especially have pierced the water-
bearing strata, I think it will make every
member of this House face the question
in a very serious mood. Personally I am
willing to run any risk in incwrring the
outlay; and I am going to put forth every
possible effort to urge the Government to
bring this work to a successful issue. To
my mind, however, there is only one
really serviceable way in which it can be
cdone, in the interests of the country, and
that is by private enterprise. I have
never budged from that position; and
when we hear hon. members talk to-night
about the danger of committing to a
private company the right to supply the
public with this absolutely necessary fluid,
I am surprised at their ignorance. Do
they not remember that London, the great
centre of the universe, as it might be
termed, is supplied by private enterprise
with every drop of water it drinks? For
nembers to use such arguments in this
House is futile.

Tee Prexier: The principle operates
in Australia, at any rate.

Me. SIMPSON : T amn an ardent ad-
mirer of Australia, but I am not vain
enough to imagine that we here have
secured all the intelligence and wisdom
in the administration of public affairs.
The proposed charge of 3s. 6d. per 1,000
gallons 1s really the key to the financial
position. I am not one who says the men
of Coolgardie will not pay for their water,
They will pay for their water as they pay
for everything else. 1 know the gold-
fields people pretty well, and a pohcy of
repudiation belongs to them no more
than to anyhody else. How can the Pre-
mier possibly justify the financial basis
of the scheme? The money for the
construction of the work is horrowed
on the credit of the colony as a
whole, but the pecple on the goldfields
are to be charged 3s. 6d. per 1,000
vallons, while those in Perth only pay
Is. 6d. The people on the goldfields
are our relations, brothers, and fellow
citizens.

Tae PrEMIER : Both schemes are self-
supporting.
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Mz. SIMPSON: The people on the
goldfields have as much right to demand
water at 1s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons as have
the people of Perth, seeing that the credit
of the whole colony is pledged for the con-
struction of the work. The proper plan
would be to give to the goldfields people
that which would induce increased con-
sumption. I do not kmow the financial
position of the Government. It is now
nearly November, and there is no report
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very well stand over in order that there

. may be money fur carrying out this great

from the Works Department. Another cat .

slipped out of the bag when the Premier
stated he had learned in London that we
should borrow no more than £2,000,000
a year.

Tre PreMIgr: I think it is very good
news,

M=r. SIMPSON: It is very good news,
and I am glad theold gentleman in London
has given that advice. I hope now that
millions of capital, and not Government
loans, will come into this country for the
development of private enterprise. I pro-
foundly regret, under these circumstances,
that opportunity has not been given for the
prosecution of this waterworks scheme by
private enterprise. I regret that the
Government should have so shattered the
credit of the country, and got us into such
a wretched financial condition that, ac-
cording to the hon. member for West
Kimberley, the bankruptey or solvency of
the State depends on the carrying out of
this scheme. That is the sort of extreine,
mad statement which often comes from
the same quarter. Coming, as the state.
ment does, from an extreme supporter of
the Grovernment, it is very much to be re-
gretted that the Government have got
themselves into such a position that they
cannot proceed with their pet scheme,
The hon. member for Central Murchison
baving by this motion secured a further
discussion of the question, I think he has
accomplished his object; and now we have
an opportunity of giving a really intelli-
gent and reasonable decision as to the
scheme. The scheme is the result of
the careful thought and experience of
Mr. John Maher (contractor), who origi-
nated the scheme, and Drought
under the notice of the Government
through the hon. member who then
represented Yilgarn (Mr. BMoran). It
is our duty, as public men, to weigh
this matter seriously. I think there are
certain public works suggested that might

it

scheme. I shall give my support to the
carrying out of the scheme as soon as
possible, but I wish it to he distinctly
understood that this motion did ot come
as an opposition motion to the Govern-
ment scheme. T hope that the hon.
member for Central Murchison will, in his
wisdom, see fit to accept the suggestion,
and withdraw the motion.

Mr. WILSON (the Canning): T am
prepared to support the motion of the
member for Central Murchison, if only
because it will give the select commitice
opportunity of considering the advisa-
bility of allowing private enterprise to
undertake the work: It is nota question
with me as to whether the scheme will
pay, nor as to whether it will be com-
pleted for the amount estimated. I
do not meun to say that it will not be
completed for the amount estimated, but
I would like to remind hon. members in
this House that the majority of large un-
dertakings of this description in other
parts of the world considerably exceed
the estimates of their construction. The
work certainly can be carried out success-
fully. Give me sufficient money, and
T would undertake to pump water from
the Indian to the Pacific Ocean right
across the Australian confinent. That is
uot the question at issue. I wish to con-
sider the question whetherthe Government
scheme is what is called a national work.
I admit it is a great work, but in my
opinion it is merely a local supply. Itis
a supply for Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, and
probably one or two centres which adjoin
those towns. Therefore I cannot look
upon it as a national work, or as one the
cost of which should be placed on thein-
habitants of the country at large. The
hon. member for East Coolgardie
admitted in his speech that this scheme,
which is to cost 21 millions of money,
would not supply Menzies, and that it
would be necessary to duplicate the plant
before Menzies could be reached. There-
fore I advance that as an argument, that
the work, for the construction of which it
is proposed to tax this colony to the
enormous extent of £16 per head of the
present pepulation, is a local work to give
a local supply, and not a national one.
The hon. member also advanced the argu-
ment that the places en roufe must not be
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supplied by this scheme—in other words,
that Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie should
have 2 monopoly of the water.

Mr. Vosper: I meant Southern
Cross.

Mgr. WILSON: If you are going to
establish a national work of this descrip-
tion which we areall to be taxed to
support, how can you refuse any citizen of
this colony, if he wants the water and is
willing to pay for it? The Premier, in
introducing the Bill last year, dilated on
the advantages of having the water for
irrigation purposes between the coast
reservolr and Coolgardie.

Tae PreMigr: No; you are wrong
there.

Mr. WILSON: You said it would
irrigate the arid plains and sand plains
on the route, and that people occupying
lJand would be able to produce vegetables,
and feed live stock.

Tae PreEMIER: I said they would be
able to water stock on the route. That
is all I said.

Mr. WILSON : If the country is to be
settled on the way to Coolgardie by agri-
eulturists and farmers, is it to be sup-
posed that, if they want water from this
source alongside them, they should not
be supplied withit? Certainly not. They
will have just as much right as others to
be supplied along the route. My whole
argument is that the water supply scheme
is brought forward for the benefit of the
mining industry. Then, I say, let the
mining industry find the money to supply
the water. Tt is not a question of life or
death; it is not for domestic purposes
only ; but it is admitted that the supply
is intended for battery purposes on the
goldfields, to enable the mines to produce
gold. Is that a valid object for which
you can tax the whole community ? The
Government might just as well supply
sawmillers with the plant necessary to cut
their timber, orsupply any other indus-
tries with the requirements of their trade.

Tee PremMiEr: We supply the water
everywhere along the road.

Me. WILSON: Nc¢ Government is
justified in plunging a small population
into this enormous debt for the purpose
of supplying one small centre with water
for carrying on a private ndustry, so
long as there are reasonable offers from
private syndicates or private persons to
supply the necessary capital. I say the
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Government, are not, justified in plunging
the country into debt for that purpose.

Tre Premisr: Wehave never received
one yeb.

Mr. WILSON: I am given to under-
stand you can get offers of this descrip-
tion; that not only can you get offers to
construct the works, but to maintain
them under a maximum price; also,
that the promoters would be inclined to
enter into an agreement to hand over
the works free to the Government at
the end of a term of 40 or 42 years.
If you can make such terms as these, and
bind down the company, I say you are
not justified in carrying out the work by
pledging the credit of the colony for
raising the money, Tet private enterprise
do the work, by all means. The Premier
has advanced a strong argument in favour
of this view, when he intimated that our
borrowing capacity is limited to about
two millions per annum. I agree with
him. The borrowing capacity of any
country is limited by the number of its
population, and 1 believe that two millions
per annum is the full extent of our bor-
rowing capacity at present. If the
Premier wishes to develop the vast re-
sources of this country, he must get
outside assistance; and I should like to
see this colony developed at the rate of
five or ten iillions per annum, and let
private capital assist wherever possible.
[TeE PrEMIER : It has come in, too.] It
has come in for the gold-mining industry.
The Government are going to run farms
shortly, in competition with the farmers
now settled on the land, but I do not
agree with that at all. Some comparison
was made between the case of the Midland
Railway Company and the Great Southern
Railway Company working with private
capital, as compared with this water
supply scheme, and there was a sugges-
tion that this scheme should mnot be
carried out by private enterprise. Refer-
ence was also made to the great amnount
of trouble and loss which certain members
of this House had suffered from the lock-
ing up of lands by the Midland Company.
I have been in this colony for over six
vears, and know a good deal about the
Midland Railway; and I say that, in my
opinion, that raillway and the Great
Southern Railway have been a godsend
to this country, and they were both under-
taken by private capitalists.
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Tee Premrer: I do not think the
Midland Railway was much of a god-
send.

M=z, WILSON: I differ from you
there. I think the Midland Railway
carried on this place for several years;
and, no matter what may be said about
private lines and the trouble the Govern-
ment have had in taking them over, the
Midland Railway has Dheen decidedly
beneficial to the country, and we ought
not to speak ill of the bridge that carried
ug over, as I maintain that the Midland
contractearried this colony over for several
years. I should like to referalso to the
remarks of the Premier when he was in
England. He said there that he was
struck with the fact that all the railways
in the old cowntry were conducted by
private companies. I think he remarked—
he will correct me if T am wrong, and I
am anxious to guote hin correctly—that
what struck him most was that, if we
had adopted the same principle in Western
Australia, the counfry might have been
free of debt to-day. Well, I say that is
a very desirable thing; and I wish the
Premier would act up to what he said n
England. Let us get free of debt, if we
possibly can.

Tae PrEMier : We would have to pay,
all the same.

Mr. WILSON: I do not agree with
that. Surely other countries are an
object lesson to us in this respect.

United States. Some people do not
agree with me in this wmaiter; but,
with all its faults, with all the

abuse of public works in the United
States, the aggregate result has been such
as no other country on the face of the
globe can show. The United States have
acquired more wealth and increased more
rapidly in population than any other
country ; and that is due to the freedom
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have oply to cast owr eyes on the . required

of private enterprise which obtains there.

The railways are owned by private com-
panies ; so are the telegraphs; and I be-
lieve that even the post office is run by
private enterprise; in fact, the whole
country has been pushed forward, because

private capital has had a legitimate sphere

of action, and has freedom to expand and
carry out the great works. Why should
not we do the same thing here? No
other country has had the same chances of
developingits resources by meansof private
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enterprise as have been offered to West.-
ern Australin. Take the matter of rail-
way construction: I helieve that private
capitalists have offered to construct rail.
ways for no other return than the traflic
receipts for a given munber of years.
Burely we could seize these oppor-
tunities, and do our level best in
this way to atiract population to the
country. I maintain that a private com-
pany, running a successful industry here,
cdoes more to attract population than any
amount of public works that the Govern-
ment can undertake,

Tue Premier: The people pay.

Mr. WILSON: The people do mnot
pay.

Tre PrEMIER: Who pays, then ?

Mzr. WILSON: The people who find
the capital pay, if it is a failure; and, if
it is not a failure, they reap a profit.

Tre Premier; The people pay, then,
of course.

Me. WILSON : Thatis the best thing
you can have in any country, and the
best advertisement you can have—a num-
ber of profitable industries, which will
tend to the prosperity of the whole com-
munity. Considering thut the Government.
have adopted State railways as a national
policy, they might very well limit their
borrowing powers to thatend. Although
enormous work in railway construction
has  already been accomplished, at
least another 1,000 miles of lines are
to open up the goldfields
thoroughly. Let us concentrate our
borrowmng powers and our attention on
enlarging the railways and giving cheap
means of transit, leaving private enter-
prise to come in and supply the other
wants of the goldfields. No amount of
argument the Premier could bring for-
ward would make me change iny opinion
on this point. The objection is raised
that, with private enterprise, the rates for
water would be in the control of a
company, and also that a company would
have great difficulty in raising money to
carry out the work. There ought to be
no difficulties of that description. Tt is
with the Government to stipulate on
what terms they will grant the concession
to a private company, and surely the
Government conld safeguard the rights of
the people. There are men in London
whose credit is quite good enough to raise
£2,500,000 for this work, which is not
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very large in comparison with enterprises
we hear of in the old country and else-
where. This £2,500,000 is nothing at all
compared with the millions invested in
railways and other large works at Home.
To say there would be diffieulty in safe-
guarding the rights of the people, is no
excuse for the Government refusing to
allow private enterprise to have full scope.
1 hepe my opimons wmay have some
influence with the Government.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : T had an object to serve in sub-
mitting this motion; and, at the outsel,
I say there was no need to impute any
other motive to me than the one I gave.
The last Parliainent, when this question
was discussed, was & moribund Parlia-
ment. I desired that a new Parliament,
with new members, should have an oppor-
tunity of discussing this question and
have a voice in so prodigious an under-
taking. Since last March a great deal of
light has been thrown on the question;
and to-night the House and the country
are indebted to hon. members for the vast
amount of information which has heen
imparted, and which will go a long way
to settle the public mind in reference to
this undertaking. ‘There are only two
arguments which have any weight at all
with me in favour of the undertaking itself.
When I opposed this scheme at the outset,
it was with the deep-seated conviction
that, long before the Government could
possibly get a gallon of water into Cool-
gardie, the mines would be overflowing
with water. That conviction was based on
my experience of the Bendigo mines. But
I have already had a painful experience on
the Murchison, where it was supposed we
had almost an unlimited supply of water.
I have had the duty laid on me of
asking the Government to assist in ob-
taining water for the carrying on of
several of the mines in that district. I
very much regret that I did not get the
reception I deserved from the Govern-
ment. That, however, is not the matter
I desire to discuss in connection with this
particular motion. When I take into
account the evidence that has been placed
before this House in reference to Kal-
goorlie, where it was supposed there were
floods of water—when I listen to ex-
perienced men like Captain Oats de-
claring last year that this was a mad

scheme, and when I see that the same fact | House.
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that weighs on me weighs on him, itis
time to cousider as to whether there is
not an entirely different strata in the
goldfields from that which our first
cxperience would lead us to suppose.
Ifit be true that we are passing through
surface strata and that there is really no
water for our deep mines, the question
asgumes an entirely different aspect fromn
that which it presented 12 menths ago.
There are certain things which press upon
me at the outset. I suppose I must be
one of the most hardened sinners in the
House because, after all the evidence that
has been poured on me, I must confess I
am not wholly converted, though my faith
is wavering. I do not think, in spite of
the evidence we have, that the scheme can
Le completed for 21 willions sterling. I
do not think for one moment that it can
be completed within three years from the
present day, and I do not believe you will
be able with that supply to reach the
fields outside of Coclgardie. I helieve
that Coolgardie will probably want the
whole lot. At any rate, Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie will be able to absorb all you
have.

A Memner : They take a lot of
moisture, up there.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : My object
was to get the voice of this House in
contradistinction to the last House,
because the additions made to this House
are largely from the mining distriets, and
when I sesthat the whole of the experience
of the goldfields goes to sustain the
proposition that it is not possible to
obtain a supply of water at a cost which
I supposed it could be obtained at, my
faith distinctly wavers in this particular.
Now, I promised that, if this House
manifested itself in favour of the Govern-
ment scheme, I would certainly never
opposs that scheme again, and I am not
going to oppose it now. I am convinced
that, whether I am right or wrong—and
there is primd facie evidence that I am
wrong—this House is perfectly satisfied
with the Government scheme. Of course
some hon. members have expressed them-
selves in favour of private enterprise,
and that has something to recommend i¢;
but I am not, and never have heen, in
favour of private enterprige if the Govern-
ment can carry out the work. 1 have
said that ever since I have been in the
But the Government cannot
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undertake all the work in the colony. It
would be impossible for them to do it.
In carrying out this scheme at the pre.
sent day we are exhausting, for the time !
being, all our borrowing powers, and we !
must, be prepared to let all other public
works stand over wntil this work is com-
pleted, and until we are recuperated. I
do hope that this House will not consider
that I bave wasted the time of the new
Parliament by bringing this question up
in the way I have done. T believe it is
for the good of the country that the in-
formation which has been elicited should
be placed on record, and that the country
should know the reasons why hon. members
are prepared to support this scheme. 1
have finished with my opposition to the
Coolgardie water scheme, and, while I am
not convinced thatit is the best scheme, yet
in view of the absolute necessity that
something should be done for the fields,
and seeing that this House is of opinion
that this scheme should be carried out,
it becomes my duty to assist the Govern-
ment in carrying it out in the most
effective and most speedy way possible.
I beg leave to withdraw the motion.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11-40 p.m.
until 730 p.m. on the next Monday.
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Leqislative Dssembly,

Monday,  1st November, 1897.

Papers Presented—Afghnus and the Queen’'s Enemies
(further reply to question)—Question: Dock for
Fremuutle-—&lestion: Public Works Annual
Heport—Perth Gas Company’s Act Further Amend.
wieat Bill: second reading; cowmnittee—Jury Act
Amendment Bill ; second reading ; referred to Select
Committee—Public Notaries Bill:  secoed rveading;
1w comoiitee—Sale of Liquors Awmendment Bijll:
second reading—Cemeteries Bill: second readiug
=—Adjourument.

Tre SPEAKER took the Chair at
7:30 o'clock, p.nu.

PravEss.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Preaier: 1. Financial and
statistical facts relating to the colony
of Western Australia, showing popula-
tion, revenue and expenditure, public
debt, gold preduction, customs revenue,
imports and exports (1896-7), also a
complete list of goods at present admitted
into Western Australia free of duty.
2. Select Committee’s report on the Perth
Gas Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill. 3. Schedule 83 of Mineral Lands
Act, 1892 (scale of survey fees).

Ordered to lie on the table.

AFGHANS AND THE QUEEN'S ENEMIES.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : In accordance with the promise
made on Wednesday last, when answering
the question put to me by the member
for North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper),
I have caused inquiries to be made as to
the alleged remittances of money by
Afghans for the support of the Queen’s
enemies, and cannot find that any money
has been so remitted, nor can I find any
foundation for that statement.

QUESTION—DOCK FOR FREMANTLE.

Mr. HOLMES (for Mr. Higham)
asked the Director of Public Works,
Whether the Government have decided
upon a site for the dock at Fremantle;
if so whether, in view of the urgent
necessity, this work is to be started at an
early date?



